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The Research Library collects materials related to the history of Western
art and its ancillary disciplines, provides materials for the advancement
of work by museum staff members, and aids in survey research done by
curators and scholars from other institutions. In addition to its
management of books and journals in the NMWA holdings, the
Research Library also manages information on the works in the
collection and administers the NMWA official website. The following is
areport on the activities of the past fiscal year.

In terms of materials collection, we continued to collect books,
periodicals and electronic media in line with the collection policy,
focusing on Western art from the medieval period through the first half
of the 20th century.

The Library has had a contract to purchase the Bibliography of
History of Art (BHA) but in 2010 the Getty Research Institute handed
over production of this resource to ProQuest who will now publish this
online database as the new International Bibliography of Art (IBA).
Given this, as of September 2010, the Library began new usage contracts
for the IBA, as well as the ARTbibliographies Modern (ABM).

Earlier this year while we were preparing to dispatch our annual
group of NMWA publications to the corresponding institutions, in line
with our ongoing materials exchange program, the Great East Japan
Earthquake struck. Given the resultant postal system disruptions and
other ensuing issues, we were forced to temporarily halt this plan and

postpone distribution until the following fiscal year.

In terms of cataloguing, changes occurred due to the fact that the
LLVZ software, which we have used since the end of fiscal 2000, ceased
new development, and our hardware had aged to the point where
continued use was becoming untenable. As a result we replaced both
hardware and software with a new system called NeoCILIUS, and
transferred over all our data.

In relation to other cataloguing matters, in the past the NMWA has
carried out its own unique subject headings assignment and has
supported searches by such keywords as artist name and museum
name. This fiscal year we revised our local rules regarding assignment of
subject headings in order to simplify searches of catalogues raisonnés.
This necessitated retrospective data entry revisions which were carried
out by two interns. As a result, the records for approximately 650
catalogues raisonnés have been updated. This means that now the user
can pull up and search the catalogue raisonnés of the desired artist by
entering in a Western language the artist’'s name and the term
‘catalogues raisonneés’.

As usual, the Library was open two days a week (Tuesdays and
Fridays) to external users. This meant a total of 92 days open during the
year. A total of 509 art museum curators, graduate students and gallery
staff members used the libraries on those open days.

In order to facilitate public access to information regarding works in
the NMWA collection, continuing on from the preceding fiscal year, we
received a fiscal 2010 Grant-in-Aid for Publication of Scientific Research
Results from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science and were
able to enter the following contents into our collections management
system (Artize MA): 1) entry of newly acquired works; 2) entry of
provenance data published in the NMWA Catalogue of Paintings (1979);
the NMWA Catalogue of Painting Acquisitions (1979-1989) (1990); and
entry of art work loan history data from the Annual Bulletins of the
NMWA (1967-2007). In addition, we also carried out image preparation
such as trimming and file conversion for publication on the museum
website.

Regarding the Union Catalog of the Collections of the National Art
Museums, Japan, we supplied data on twenty newly acquired art works.
Further, regarding the automation of the “SO-Imagine”, a meta catalogue
engine for electronic resources of the National Art Museums, a
collections databases project conducted jointly from the preceding
fiscal year with the National Institute of Informatics, was opened to the
public.

In order to further disseminate information to overseas users, we
continued efforts from the preceding fiscal year to make the NMWA
website more completely bilingual and internationally accessible, with
exhibition information (permanent collection galleries and special
exhibitions) and event information (such as lectures and symposia),
along with educational programs information, now made fully available
in both English and Japanese.

Further, in order to provide images for use in educational settings, we
improved the display function of images in this database, and created a
means of enlarging entire work images. On this occasion, we
reconsidered the NMWA website’s site policies and revised the rules so
that images can now be used without seeking formal permission, in the
case of particular use for educational purposes (school education,
museum lectures and similar situations). Following removal of the
application process, it is yet difficult to gauge the total numbers of uses
of these images, but given the instances detailed in e-mails received by
the Library, these images have been used, for example, in lectures given
as far away as the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Thus clearly the
targeted educational use of these materials is being realized.

(Masako Kawaguchi)



[New Electronic Resource Contracts]
International Bibliography of Art (IBA)
ARTbibliographies Modern (ABM)

[Public Use of the Research Library]

Days open: 92 days

Registered users: 131 (74 newly registered, 57 renewals)

Number of visitors: 509

Number of items requested: 1,024, for a total of 2,966 objects

Number of photocopies made: 1,444 requests for a total of 18,717 pages
copied

Photographs requested: 85 requests for a total of 508 photographs
Reference requests: 13

[Website Statistics]
Hits: 7,789,085 page views (including 1,506,090 hits for the collection
database)

[NMWA Collections Database]

Publicly accessible data: 4,389 items of text data, 4,142 items of image
data

Hits: 1,506,090 page views



