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Starting in fiscal 2007, the OPEN museum project was developed by the
NMWA with the aim of making the NMWA an all the more open and
enjoyable museum for an ever-larger number of visitors. The project is
supported by its official partners, Seiko Epson Corporation and Epson
Sales Japan Corporation.

The OPEN museum project aims to make the art museum a place
open to people encountering art and each other, all while honoring the
connection with diverse organizations and facilities. This basic concept
offers a variety of art work to enjoy and view, while providing people
with a place where they can encounter a diverse array of viewpoints
and philosophies on art works. To facilitate these goals, new media was
introduced to existing programs, making this fiscal year’'s OPEN
museum all the more involving, whether for individuals, family or group
visitors.

The fiscal 2008 version of the OPEN museum project included the
following programs. The Fun Day 2008 (days on which permanent
collection galleries were open for free); educational programs related to
permanent collection galleries, such as the family program Doyo Bijutsu
(Saturday Art Workshop, for details see its descriptive page. The same
applies for programs listed below.); Lecture-Concert held in conjunction
with the Corot exhibition; and Museum Christmas at the NMWA (28
November to 4 January). In addition, continuing from last year, a Video
Guide was played during opening hours, and a large-scale panel was
displayed about The Port of Saint-Tropez, replacing last year's panel on
Water Lilies. Starting this fiscal year, lists of works on display in the
Permanent Collection Galleries (bilingual Japanese-English) were
prepared and distributed to all visitors for each new installation of the
galleries. Similarly, the mini-museum cutout guide designed from works
in the permanent galleries was distributed, while Christmas cards and
memo holders were distributed during the Christmas season.

Thanks to the support received from Seiko Epson Corporation and
Epson Sales Japan Corporation, we were able to create new materials
for distribution related to works in the collection, and provide an even
more thorough service to visitors than possible in previous years. Each
of the programs was well attended, and the programs have proved a
very effective method of raising awareness of NMWA collections and
activities. We hope to provide ever more developed programs next
fiscal year, the third year of the program, inviting all the more people to

consider the NMWA an open museum. (Saki Yokoyama)



