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The department carried out the following work during this fiscal year:

1. Environmental Control Management

2. Pest Management (Survey using pest traps)
3. Loan Facilities Management

4. Scientific Examinations of Collection Works

3. Loan Facilities Management

The Conservation Science Section provides management and
consultancy regarding loan facilities as one of its regular duties. This
process involves evaluating facilities reports and analyzing climate data
on works of art on loan. In order to ensure that the borrowing
institution's environment is maintained at appropriate levels for art
works on loan, prior to any outgoing loan, facilities reports are
submitted to the Conservation Science Section from all borrowing
institutions, and as necessary, appropriate condition measures are
stipulated in the loan. Further, the data loggers installed in the object’s
transport crate and on the back surface of the art work itself monitor the
temperature and relative humidity (RH) fluctuation from the time of the
object’s departure from the NMWA to its return. Reports are produced
from analysis of the data recorded on these devices.

In the case of a traveling show of works from the museum’s
permanent collection, data loggers were attached to two of the loaned
works. The loggers’ records revealed that there were completely
different conditions prevalent in the interior of the gallery area and in
the area near the gallery entrance. While the temperature and RH were
stable in the interior of the gallery, there was great fluctuation in the
temperature and RH near the entrance. In particular, the RH fluctuated
greatly, exceeding the permitted level. These findings were not
anticipated from the temperature and RH records of the borrowing
institution presented to the NMWA prior to the loan. These findings
indicate that in the case of future loans, temperature and RH records
must be gathered from an area close to where the loaned works will be
displayed. Given that the borrowing museum staff was unaware of the
detailed climate fluctuation in their galleries, the Conservation Section
will inform borrowing museums of the records taken in their galleries.

In addition, there were several institutions where the environment
was not controlled on a 24-hour basis. Further, from the records taken
by data loggers so far, it appeared that in many cases, the transport truck
and art storage facilities maintain temperature but did not maintain
constant RH.

Although The Standard Facility Report established by United States
Registrars Committee of the American Association of Museums in 1998
is used by museums worldwide, some modifications have been
required to make it appropriate to conditions in Japan. Thus, this
department produced a draft Japanese version of The Standard Facility
Report.

Starting from this fiscal year, the NMWA now asks its own original
questions in addition to The Standard Facility Report questions, namely,
questions regarding the construction of walls or partitions on which the



loaned works are to be hung. The addition of these questions aims to

ensure the safe display of loaned art works.

4. Scientific Examinations of Collection Works
Scientific examinations were carried out on art works that underwent
conservation in our department.

Le Spose della Morte, by L. Bistolfi: Analysis showed that the entire
work is bronze made up of copper, tin and zinc, while the patches
which were treated in past conservation work consist of tin and lead.

Venere e Amor by A. Bedoli Mazzola: X-radiography analysis revealed
the altered shape of the right handle of the basket found in the painting.
Further, scientific analysis of pigments and medium were carried out on
minute samples taken from the edges of areas where paint had flaked
away. (Miho Takashima)



