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Rodin’s Sculptures from the Matsukata Collection:
Sculptures transferred from the Musée Rodin between 1937 and 1948,
and the cast of Eve in the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo

[Abstract]

Mina OYA

In 1959, the National Museum of Western Art was established in Tokyo to
house a portion of the Matsukata collection which had been returned to Japan
from the French government more than forty years after Matsukata began to
acquire works of art. Matsukata seems to have collected over ten thousand of
pieces in Europe, and today some of these works are in the collections of the
NMWA and the Tokyo National Museum, while others were either sold in
Japan and in Paris, or burned during World War II in London. Matsukata did
not leave any list of the art works in his possession, and hence, we cannot
grasp the entire scope of his collection.

The NMWA has presently fifty-three pieces of Rodin sculpture collected
by Matsukata. Catalogues for sales and exhibitions of the Matsukata
Collection from 1928 to 1960 show that five more pieces were imported to
Japan. The Rodin sculptures in the NMWA were first deposited in the Musée
Rodin after Matsukata’s purchase. The French government began to make a
definitive list to return them to Japan in 1951, and offered this list to the
Japanese government in 1953. This article presents several lists made between
1937 and 1948, lists which were compiled prior to the political procedure to
return the Collection was begun. These lists indicate that some sculptures
were transferred from the Musée Rodin during this period. These lists also
refer to the casting of Eve which is now in the NMWA collection.

The earliest list of Rodin sculptures in the Matsukata Collection is
attached to a fire insurance policy dated 1937. There are also other lists at the
Musee Rodin related to Matsukata’s Rodin sculptures which predate the 1951
list; they are the 1941 list, lists from 1945, and lists from 1948.

According to these lists, several sculptures were moved from the Musee
Rodin to the United States in order to be exhibited, and they were also sent to
a foundry in Malakoff. Some of these works were not returned to the Musée
Rodin.

For example, the title of Eve is found on the 1937 and 1948 lists, but not
on the 1941 list (marked with “X” on the 1941 list) and the 1945 list. Another
document at the Musée Rodin says that Fve was “sent to the Foundry Rudier
for sale in October, 1941” and “cast at the Foundry Rudier to be returned to
the Matsukata Collection (May, 1945).” On the other hand, there are two
different descriptions of Eve at the Musée Rodin. The first records that Eve
was cast in 1928 for the Matsukata Collection, and the second notes that Eve
was cast in May of 1945 for “Japan.” The former is a version of “Eve without
Rock,” and the latter is a different version, “Eve on the Rock,” which is the
same version found at the NMWA. It can be supposed that “Eve without
Rock” was cast in 1928 for Matsukata and kept in the Musée Rodin until the
1937 list was made. Meanwhile, there was one more Eve cast in 1945, but
from a model of “Eve on the Rock,” based on the marble or limestone version,
and this replaced “Eve without Rock” cast in 1928. This was recorded on the
1948 list, the 1951 list, and the 1953 list, and is presently found in the collection
of the NMWA.
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