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Bibliography and Scholarly Accomplishments of Mina Oya,
Curator, National Museum of Western Art

[Edited by Masako Kawaguchi]

Mina Oya, curator at the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo,
passed away peacefully on 18 June 2013 (Paris local time) at the Hopital
Saint-Louis in Paris, after the onset of acute myeloid leukemia while
on a research trip. Funded by a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research
(Kaken) from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, Oya had
traveled to Paris for a thorough investigation of research materials in
Paris related to the Matsukata Collection.

In recognition of Oya’s accomplishments, this bibliography pres-
ents a catalogue of her work, from exhibitions organized to symposia
planned, jointly authored articles, plus her own scholarly articles and
research reports. Some of the materials listed were not authored or
directed by Oya herself, but are included because of her involvement
in discussions or material gathering for the projects.

From 1988 through 1996 Oya was a curator at the Shizuoka
Prefectural Museum of Art, where she worked on such projects as
the Picasso, le Peintre et son Modele exhibition (1990) and the Chiyi
Kurihara exhibition (1991). During her time in Shizuoka she also con-
tinued her studies, with overseas research at the Center for the Study
of Modernism at The University of Texas at Austin from July 1992
to May 1993. In 1994 she acted as the assistant to John L. Tancock,
the premier scholar on Rodin, in the organizing and holding of the
international symposium The Modernity of Rodin. This symposium
provided an important opportunity for a gathering in Japan of all the
Rodin scholars from Europe and America who had previously not had
much interaction. At that point still a young scholar, the symposium
introduced Oya to the front line of Rodin scholarship, namely Anne
Pingeot, then conservateur général, musée d’Orsay; Antoinette Le
Normand-Romain, then conservateur en chef, musée Rodin, Paris and
now directeur général de L'Institut national d’histoire de I'art, Paris;
Jacques Vilain, then directeur du musée Rodin; Claudie Judrin, then
conservateur en chef du Patrimoine, musée Rodin; Albert E. Elsen,
then Walter A. Haas Professor of Art History, Stanford University, and
Ruth Butler, Professor Emeritus, University of Massachusetts. Oya
herself spoke of how this symposium marked a major turning point in
her own later research.

Oya joined the NM WA as curator in 2001 and planned such exhi-
bitions as Auguste Rodin & Eugene Carriere (2006), Frank Brangwyn
(2010) and Traces of Hands (2012). The Rodin & Carriere exhibition

was proposed by Oya and realized with the cooperation of the Musée



Rodin and the Musée d’Orsay. After finishing at the NMWA, the ex-
hibition traveled to the Musée d’Orsay. The exhibition explored the
arts of and interaction between world-renowned Rodin and the painter
Carriére, a largely unknown painter then being rediscovered, and was
well received both in Japan and France. The Frank Brangwyn exhibi-
tion, featuring the painter who contributed greatly to the formation
of the Matsukata Collection, both clearly positioned the multifaceted
oeuvre of this English painter who has previously been little studied,
and also provided further evidence of the close relationship between
Brangwyn and Kojiro Matsukata that formed the basis for the NMWA’s
Matsukata Collection. Oya’s work on this exhibition led to her receiv-
ing the 6th Western Art Foundation Prize. The Traces of Hands exhibi-
tion was the first experiment bringing together all of the Rodin and
Bourdelle works in the NMWA collection, previously never displayed
all at the same time. The exhibition catalogue is now an important re-
source documenting the majority of the NMWA’s sculpture collection.

Beginning as Curator of Painting and Sculpture, in 2007 Oya was
then named Curator of Prints and Drawings, followed by the October
2010 appointment as Curator of Research and Future Planning. During
that time Oya worked on the building of the NM WA collection and was
in charge of the acquisition of Paul Cézanne’s The Bridge and Dam at
Pontoise. On the other hand, she spent a long research period in Paris,
from September 2008 through March 2009, where she was a visiting
scholar at the French Institut national d’histoire de 'art INHA).

Oya’s long years of research on the Matsukata Collection in-
cluded gathering materials from Hiroshima Prefectural Art Museum
director, Yujiro Ochi, who had worked with Oya at Shizuoka, and the
art historian Noriko Minato, and also spent a considerable time col-
lecting materials at the archives of the musée Rodin, musée Bourdelle
and throughout Japan. While in Paris in 2008-2009, Oya also did bib-
liographic research on Léonce Bénédite, director of the musée du
Luxembourg and later first director of the musée Rodin, discovering
previously unknown materials at the archives des musée nationaux,
Paris. With plans for the further development of these studies, Oya
received the Kaken Grant-in-Aid and published on the NM WA website
the “Exhibition List Related to the Matsukata Collection 1922-1960”
immediately prior to her departure for Paris.

In addition to her work at the NMWA, Oya was also active in other
scholarly circles, including acting as a committee member of The
Society for the Study of Japonisme beginning in 2012. Her final article
submitted immediately prior to her departure for Paris was, “Jean-
Baptiste Carpeaux and 1850s-1960s Rome” (in Ro-ma: Gaikokujin
getjutsuka tachi no miyako [Foreign Artists in Rome], October 2013).
Oya received the assistance of Edouard Papet, conservateur en chef,

musée d’Orsay, during the writing of that paper. At present plans are



progressing on the translation of the major research on Rodin by Ruth
Butler, and according to the publisher Hakusuisha, Oya’s translation
manuscripts will be used in that publication. Oya would have been
extremely pleased that the work she did with her colleagues on this
translation would proceed.

In mourning the death of Oyaat such an early age, the Independent
Administrative Institution National Museum of Art has awarded her
special permanent employee status.

Finally, to turn to a more personal note. Naoki Sato (Associate
Professor, Tokyo University of the Arts and former curator, NMWA)
is editor of the Foreign Artists in Rome volume that contains Oya’s final
article and included his eulogy honoring Oya in his postscript for the
volume. Sato shares with me the deep sadness we feel at the loss of our
wonderful colleague. How sad that her life ended when she was still
so young, with so many dreams and projects as yet unfulfilled. Under
the direction of our new Director, Akiko Mabuchi, who knew Oya well,
the staff of the NM WA will continue Oya’s research on the Matsukata
Collection.

Oya firmly believed in art museums and felt a sense of respon-
sibility towards them. I can remember a recent conversation with
her, when she humorously stated, “Thinking about it often, I figured
out that I like museums, I want to make museums better.” Countless
times we talked about how the museum should progress, and I fondly
remember all of our fun and laughter-filled conversations. Oya was
warm-hearted, gentle and considerate. She was the sort of person
who took care, stopping by my desk the last time she was at the office
before we both left for Paris, reminding me to take my International
Council of Museum’s membership card. No matter how busy she was,
Oya was always there to help me and other colleagues, always warmly
engaging with me, sharing my concerns and fostering our warm col-
legial relationship. I am so thankful I had the chance to know her and
receive the rare gift of her kind mentoring.

A telling example of how many people loved Oya can be seen in
how many visited her while she was in Paris, both locals and Japanese
art historians. There are too many names to list here, but one who had
long been a close colleague of Oya’s, Héléne Pinet, chef de service,
responsable des activités scientifiques pour la photographie, musée
Rodin, kindly wrote the obituary published in Le Monde’s weekend edi-
tion on June 22, 2013. Yuki Yoshikawa of the Centre Pompidou and
Kyoko Imazu of the Yomiuri Shimbun provided devoted assistance in
Paris.

I am truly thankful for all of the warm assistance and kindness
that Oya provided to all of us during her life, and pray for her peaceful

repose with all of my heart. Oya-san, thank you so very much.
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