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Style as Mosaic: One Aspect of Pointillism in the Works of Maurice
Denis
[Abstract]

Chikashi KITAZAKI

In 1889 and 1890 Maurice Denis painted three oil paintings titled Catholic
mystery. Of the three works, two are painted in his flat brushwork typical of
the period, while one is painted in pointillist strokes clearly indicative of influ-
ence from Seurat and Signac. The flat brushwork suggests the influence of
Puvis de Chavannes and an intention to create works reminiscent of wall
paintings, but at the same time, the brushwork places the works in the mode
of new religious paintings. His pointillist work is thus at first glance unique in
their use of the avant-garde technique to depict religious subject matter.
However, it could be indicated that the effect of pointillist brushwork resem-
bles the effect of mosaic work in this period. The critics of the time described
both mosaics and pointillist images in the same words as “laws of contrasting

»

simultaneous colors” and “visual mélange”, further indicating a connection
between the two techniques. In addition, there was a revival of mosaic work
by the French government during this period, with new work being carried
out in architectural decoration at such sites as the apse of the Panthéon and
other religious structures. This decoration went so far as to include the hier-
atic forms of Byzantine style décor. In fact, Denis himself experimented with
the creation of mosaics around this time, and for Denis, then seeking a new
form of religious painting style, both pointillist brush work and flatly applied
color planes can be considered tools in his attempt to overcome the represen-
tational forms of naturalism. Thus it is possible that Denis used pointillist

brushwork with an awareness of its connection with mosaics.



