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A Zuccarelli Landscape Painting with Ex-Matsukata Gollection
Provenance

Shinsuke WATANABE

A landscape painting by Francesco Zuccarelli, the 18th century Italian
landscape painter, is today in a private Japanese collection. This work was
collected by Kojiro Matsukata and was displayed at the exhibitions of his
collection held in 1928 and 1934. After its 1934 appearance, the work’s location
was long unknown, but recently the author received information about the
work and was able to view it in person. This article introduces this work, and
considers its attribution and date of production.

Comparison of the details of this work with other known works by
Zuccarelli confirmed that this painting closely resembles the style of four
Zuccarelli landscape paintings today in the Accademia Galleries, Venice. The
paintings in Venice are thought to have been created ca. 1750.

On the other hand, two of the figures that appear in the ex-Matsukata
work clearly were quoted from two renowned examples of ancient sculpture,
namely the Dying Triompeter and Boy with a Goose.

There are several versions of the Boy with a Goose sculpture, and one of
these sculptures, discovered and excavated in 1743, was displayed in the
galleries of the Capitoline Museum in Rome, where the Dying Trumpeter was
also exhibited. Printed images of the sculpture collection of the Capitoline
Museum were published in four volumes of prints, and it is likely that
Zuccarelli painted his ex-Matsukata work with reference to one of those four
volumes. This belief is based on the fact that the two figures appearing in
Zuccarelli’s ex-Matsukata painting are drawn from exactly the same angle as
those reproduced in the printed images whose volume was published in 1755.

It is known that Zuccarelli lived in London from 1752 through 1762.
Considering that the style of this ex-Matsukata painting is similar to the style
of his ca. 1750 works, and given the publication date of the sculpture images,
it can be considered that the ex-Matsukata painting was created in London

sometime between 1755 and 1762.



