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Duration: 6 August — 4 November 2013
Organizer: National Museum of Western Art
Number of Visitors: 126,406

] N7 P PE AN A A A 2 B L R OL - a e 2P T (1887
1965) 1, Az, 37— 2 WAL W, ¥ E2) —, Wi D5y
TIZBOTOIERAHOMER IR 7o, D EME IR 2
PERORFE R INDBED, HAFZZNS P ACOBIENG
B> TARBEMICEETHL I EZMPALTRE LD o, 128
1940 AR, AR LA - FEAIRK E DB K % TEEE R
WA ZBZIZEL BED SO THEHI TS, 20 LD
MGICKRERFEZTUT LV - 2V 2P T DI 1213,
LMD EM Y YL EDOBIRE WIR N B H D S22 RN
Hot-DTH2,

COEE LT, L - ANE P T O LB M oIz
HEDEMIERE , #eA &% D - 22RO - Ekiﬂ%%f:t@
FRZHOETURRTEILICED, MENR 7V A5 —LLTD
Ve DVE 2P D HRE 20 AL O ZE MR O I AL IED 1T 72 ht
ST 22 ERHINE LT, RIBORYE o AR (S, il
TILAT O P RIS 18 AL ETofREiaL 7> a v DRI
ST 503, ARIGHIRIRAE O EMHER 2~ B 22
ELTESNIZEMTH D, 2070, FitFHL - AN E2PTDE
KIS BIRY , CORBREREY Y - 7T— bORERICHOWIGAIS,
FHEZE I L RN EDHWEICED LS M BAEM D E £ 55
D52 ES REDOHOTH -7,

ARIEOMEH F, V- 2V 2P TOEMEMICE T 251
ERELBFTTELMERK CREEEEX v L) — - 7124
HFER) V- A Ea il E LIE R 2 T 510

#it 2 K (RRCRIRER AW BT (R D34 Th D, FEEICdH >
T - anea P (V) ERBUERR A ORI 7
BC M 2L - AVE 2P DN - BRHC, 79V A,
A=A 707, HREND S AL 7B 72 b o Rz <

L 2w RE R LTz,

NV ELPIZDE LY ALKRDUK T AT A 770, 7=

27

S giad]

i,

2013%F
8HOEN—11H4EER MW\ Bz

NFv LV ey VT Ve Ea)RLDNERE ICALE
DX 2 EALDEME L (37 u- AV, YarPa -7
T TTV VATV - u—=FVA) ORI, BV - T —
FOFEFMEREL « ANV ELP DD Y ZRTDICERIN
Too —JI Vs AVE 2P IHZRF LTI MIA Y — DR L (7
VRLeR=T v A AT, Pr v T atay 7 ) OIEHR,
WeSWEEL 727 7V ADRAR AR E 7V 2747« 7— FDAEH
ZENITINA, €Y =R LOMZE 2 TN B OMEIN 2 Bl b ik 2
EAHIELIV s al Loy zo—MERs LHLZZ 8, KBOK
BDOVEDTH S, IHIT, V- DVE 2 P TOREERE % R 22
RIS B, REEOFLZE LT 19 LR —L T, fEilh
RIFHN— 7 7L —REDIAEI L DWHRAE N (T D¢ ) % L
L7,

U DVE 2P ZOREEDOHTL - 2)VE 2P T DL E [D
EVIRBORKIE, PR LOKER G2 TER, €YV -
T— DR 7 AN AEOFITE ST L NV E 2P TN
1E$ VR IANEEETEDTEEL S 1, R E S HMRIE L 7 T3

ZEMDOFFE 1 E IR SIS X R 2 EBTE

ED3 REFHE AT 7 DR Z b6 LB 26N 5,
(R 1 1% )

[(hyur]

G T R b

fHilfE: axr

FERIDE - Bt Ah—L v
RYRE WA T



Le Corbusier (1887-1965) was the architect who designed the Main
Building of the National Museum of Western Art. His entire extant oeuvre
is massive, including paintings, collages, sculptures, prints, tapestries and
film footage. While there has been the tendency to see his artworks as the
by-product of a great architect, he himself endlessly asserted that these
art forms were fundamentally essential to his own creative activities and
processes. From the 1940s onwards he espoused the “synthesis of the
arts” through the coordinated work of architects, painters and sculptors,
and there has been renewed interest in this belief in recent years. A stance
that grasps the relationship between architecture and other artistic genres
within its inclusive vision lies at the basis of Le Corbusier’s philosophy,
one that exerted a massive influence on 20th century art.

This exhibition displayed Corbusier’s own artworks and those of
his contemporary painters and sculptors with whom he interacted, all
presented in an architectural space that he himself designed. Thus the
exhibition aimed to provide an overview of Corbusier as a multi-media
artist and position the traces of his efforts and philosophy within the
artistic trends of the 20th century. The galleries in the NMWA Main
Building used for this exhibition normally display the NMWA’s paintings
dating from the late medieval period through the 18th century. And yet,
this space was originally envisioned and created to display artworks
from the Impressionists and later periods and schools. Thus one aim of
this exhibition was to use these galleries for the display of modern art,
a return to their architect’s original intentions, and to reconfirm what
emerges from the mutual interactions of that architectural space and the
artworks displayed there.

Three of us planned this exhibition, namely Misa Hayashi (Curator,
Taisei Gallery, Taisei Corporation) who has written extensively about
Le Corbusier’s artworks and assisted with numerous exhibitions;
Yoshiyuki Yamana (Associate Professor, Tokyo University of Science)
who specializes in the history of modern architecture focusing on
Le Corbusier, plus the author of this report. The exhibition received
the special cooperation of the Fondation Le Corbusier and the Taisei
Corporation. It was made up of Le Corbusier works and materials owned
by those two organizations, along with works by related artists borrowed
from collections in France, Australia and Japan.

Works by the close friends of Le Corbusier’s Purism period (Amédée
Ozenfant, Fernand Léger, Jacques Lipchitz), and the Cubist artists
positioned as the precursors of Purism (Pablo Picasso, Georges Braque,
Juan Gris and Henri Laurens), were displayed in the exhibition to show
how Le Corbusier’s works resonated with the main trends in modern art.

On the other hand, one special feature of this exhibition was its inclusion

of works by the outsider painters (André Bauchant, Louis Soutter, Jean

Dubuffet) he supported, and examples of primitive art, such as the
African sculpture and masks he collected, to explore how he went past
the modernist framework and sought out expressions of the innate human
desire to create. Further, in order to reflect Corbusier’s experimental spirit
in the display space overall, we showed the film Poéme électronique that
he co-produced with the composer Edgard Varése, in the 19th century
Hall that forms the core of the Main Building.

This exhibition’s premise, to display Le Corbusier’s artworks within
his own architecture, elicited a much greater than expected reaction. The
clear forms and colors of modern art activated the rhythmical sensibility
inherent in Le Corbusier’s architecture, and thus we were able to realize
a display space that evoked the concept of “synthesis of the arts” as
espoused by Le Corbusier himself. Both exhibition visitors and media
favorably praised this achievement. (Hiroya Murakami)

[Catalogue]
Edited by: Hiroya Murakami
Produced by: Cogito Inc.

Transportation and handling: Katolec
Exhibition design: Tokyo Studio



