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Picasso’s Animals: From an Illustrated Book Based on Buffon’s Natural History
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Duration: 9 July — 25 August 2013
Organizer: National Museum of Western Art
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This exhibition introduced a series of animal prints created for an
illustrated book, based on Buffon’s Natural History (published 1749—
1767), designed by Pablo Picasso in conjunction with the Parisian art
dealer Ambroise Vollard. This type of illustrated book in which a painter
was involved in all aspects, from creation of preparatory drawings to
production of the printing plates, is known as a “livre d’artiste” and
was an extremely popular art form in the first half of the 20th century
in France. Picasso combined various print techniques, and in this series
achieved a sense of creativity redolent of the life force of the animals
themselves. This depiction was a great departure from the detailed and
exact depiction of the forms of the animals, birds and insects presented
in the source work Natural History. Visitors were given the opportunity
to compare these depictive methods through the tandem display of
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Pablo Picasso [1881-1973]

Original Etchings for Buffon’s “Histoire
Naturelle”

1936 (published in 1942)
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The Horse

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(1)

Q=Y

VIR IYR Ty FYT AT UAR—, RIAE
Ak

The Donkey

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(2)
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The Bull

Lift ground etching, drypoint
L.1985-0001(3)
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National Museum along with the Picasso works.
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The Spanish Bull

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
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The Ram

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
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The Cat

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(6)
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The Dog

Lift ground etching, drypoint
L.1985-0001(7)
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five volumes from Buffon’s Natural History borrowed from the Tokyo

(Asuka Nakada)

The Goat

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(8)
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The Doe

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(9)

(AAHI)
DA A RE S 24
The Wolf

Lift ground etching
L.1985-0001(10)
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The Lioness

Lift ground etching, drypoint
L.1985-0001(11)
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The Monkey

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(12)
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The White Eagle

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(13)
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The Vulture

Lift ground etching, drypoint
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(NA57)
VI b TIVF-2yF oI FI4RA b
The Sparrow-Hawk

Lift ground etching, drypoint
L.1985-0001(15)
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The Ostrich

Lift ground etching, drypoint
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The Cock

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
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The Mother Hen

Lift ground etching, drypoint
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The Turkey

Lift ground etching, drypoint, scraper
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(1)

VIb T IV Ry F VI AT LA~ FIAR
Ak

The Pigeon

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
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The Goldfinch

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(21)
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The Bee

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(22)
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The Butterfly

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
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The Wasp

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
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The Lobster

Lift ground etching, drypoint
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The Spider

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint, burnisher
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The Dragonfly

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
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The Lizard

Lift ground etching, drypoint
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The Toad

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
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The Frogs

Lift ground etching, burnisher, drypoint
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The Grasshopper

Lift ground etching, scraper, drypoint
L.1985-0001(31)
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Georges-Louis Leclerc, Count of Buffon
[1707-1788]
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Natural History, General And Particular:
Quadrupeds, vol. 11

1781

Paris, Royal Printing Office

Tokyo National Museum
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Natural History, General And Particular:
Quadrupeds, vol. 111

1784

Paris, Royal Printing Office

Tokyo National Museum
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Natural History, General And Particular:
Quadrupeds, vol. VIII

1789

Paris, Royal Printing Office

Tokyo National Museum

PR YIE L 178

1770 4

ADNE Azl )]

FURE S A

Natural History of Birds, vol. 1
1770

Paris, Royal Printing Office

Tokyo National Museum
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Natural History of Birds, vol. 11
1771

Paris, Royal Printing Office

Tokyo National Museum



