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Napoli, la Bellezza e la Corte
- Capolavori del Museo di Capodimonte, dal Rinascimento al Barocco
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Duration: 26 June - 26 September, 2010

Organizers: National Museum of Western Art / Ministero per i Beni e le Attivitta Culturali -
Soprintendenza Speciale per il Patrimonio Storico Artistico ed Etnoantropologico e per il Polo
Museale della citta di Napoli - Museo di Capodimonte / TBS Television / The Tokyo Shimbun
Number of visitors: 152,747
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The Museo di Capodimonte, situated on a hill overlooking Naples, was
built as palace for the Bourbon family member Carlo VII (later the
Spanish King Carlos III) in 1738, and later this palace was transformed
into its present role as a museum. And indeed, one of the aims of the
construction of this palace was as a place to collect and display art
works. As the collection came to be displayed, the cultured members of
society who visited Naples competed for the chance to visit the palace.
Such visitors included the great German literary figure Goethe, and
other intelligentsia and painters. The palace underwent many later
transformations until it became a national art museum and opened to
the public as the Museo di Capodimonte. This exhibition featured 80
works from the museum’s collection. The selection of these works
focused on Renaissance to Baroque works collected by the Farnese
family, and Neapolitan Baroque works assembled by the Bourbon
family. Visitors to the exhibition were able to enjoy an overview of
Renaissance to Baroque art history, along with an introduction to the
formation of the Museo di Capodimonte.

The first section primarily displayed the collection of the Farnese
family. This family was one of the major aristocratic families of Italy’s
Renaissance to Baroque period, and they not only assembled works
from the past, but also were active commissioners of art works by
contemporary artists in their role of major art patrons of the day.
Inheritance issues then meant that the majority of their collections
passed to the Bourbon family, a collection that was in turn inherited by
the Capodimonte. This section presented Renaissance to early Baroque
period paintings, along with sculptures and decorative arts that adorn
the palace, providing an overview of the collection’s entirety.

With an intermediary section of drawings, the second half of the
exhibition displayed Neapolitan Baroque paintings. At the beginning of
the 17th century Naples saw Caravaggio, a fugitive from Rome under
charges of murder, bring about new art forms. The Neapolitan painters
absorbed the latest styles from Rome as they imitated Caravaggio, and
thus Naples became one of the centers of art in Italy. This is the first time
that a complete selection of Neapolitan Baroque paintings have been

displayed in Japan and it was an important opportunity to study this
subject.

The catalogue presented exhaustive texts regarding the formation of
Italy’s art museums and Roman Baroque and Neapolitan Baroque art.
These materials make a great scholarly contribution to the Japanese
language materials on these subjects, previously only discussed in

summary texts in Japanese. (Shinsuke Watanabe)
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