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A Study on Tile: Jar and Tile: Nobori-gama in the Collection of the
National Museum of Western Art: Attribution Considerations

SUZUKI Sadahiro

Two square tiles, Jar (0OA.1990-0001) and Nobori-gama (climbing kiln)
(0A.1990-0002), donated to the National Museum of Western Art in

1990, were initially attributed to Bernard Leach (1887-1979). However, a
shift occurred during the 1997 exhibition “The English Arts and Crafts
Movement and Hamada Shoji,” when the works were re-attributed to
Hamada Shoji (1894-1978). My investigation of the works on April 4, 2023,
revealed that they are ceramic tiles crafted at the Leach Pottery in St. Ives,
Cornwall, UK. Despite lacking Leach’s signature or pottery stamp, the
production context at the Pottery and the existence of comparable works
provide sufficient grounds to affirm Bernard Leach as the creator of these
works. Regarding titles, the term “tairu” (tile) is deemed more fitting than
the term “¢toban” (ceramic panel). Consequently, their titles should be
revised to Tile: Jar and Tile: Leach Pottery based on their depicted subjects.
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