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Fun with Collection

The Joy of Seeing and Knowing: Religion, Artists, and Conservation
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Duration: 1 July - 31 August 2008

Organizer: National Museum of Western Art
Venue: Main Building and New Wing (Museum Collection Galleries)
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The Fun with Collection series of programs introduce theme-related art
works chosen from the NMWA'’s collections. The goal of this series is to
assist a broad range of visitors, from children through adults, as they
enjoy and become familiar with art works by offering opportunities to
appreciate art works from a variety of different viewpoints.

Diverse emotions, from joy to sorrow and pain, strike the heart when
we view art works. Surrendering ourselves to these emotions as we
appreciate an art work is the perfectly natural way in which most people
enjoy art works in museums. However, when viewing a certain work,
there are also instances where questions arise or discoveries are made.
In that instant, there are the acts of awareness, judgment and analysis
that go beyond simple emotion. While most people appreciating art
experience the visceral pleasure of enjoying the emotions evoked by
art, sometimes there is also an element of conscious analysis of the art
work in question.

Continuing on from last year’s program, based on considering
cultural or scientific information in the background of the creation of a
work as a different way of understanding and enjoying art works, this
year we presented a program in which visitors looked at art works from
three specific viewpoints.

This time we took as our theme the three vantage points of “artist,”
“conservation” and “religion” (narrative paintings on Biblical themes).
“Artist” and “conservation” were two areas of interest noted in last year's
questionnaire.



Regarding the “religion” theme, in times when literacy rates were low,
paintings and sculptures were important proselytizing tools for the
Christian church. In these instances, the painter strove to make God and
specific saints readily visually identifiable, while also expressing the
Bible's narrative tale as splendidly or as emotively as possible. These
efforts allowed the paintings to spread Christian teachings and evoke
devotion in the hearts of worshippers. This program took for its
“religion” theme Biblical narrative paintings or paintings depicting
saints. We explained the unfamiliar subject matter to the non-Christian
participants while also introducing ways of deciphering painting
elements, such as each saint’s particular attributes and the subject
matter attributes.

Regarding the second theme, the term “artist” meant different things,
different social positions and roles, and different creative motives,
depending on the period and society of the day. This program focused
on these differences by introducing painters active in two different time
periods. First, we focused on Italian 15th to 17th century painters, and
then we focused on the 20th century artists Picasso and Matisse.

Regarding “conservation,” the techniques used to repair art works
that have suffered from long years of exposure and wear have seen
many advances thanks to recent scientific surveys and research.
Conservation work differs by the medium of the art work, and there are
specialists for each different medium. For this theme we examined two
media, textiles and paper, examining the physical characteristics of
each and how they are treated. Then participants were either shown
one part of the conservation methods used, or they experienced that
method.

This year’s program, as in previous years, was well-received. In
particular, interest was very high in “conservation”, and clearly
participants enjoyed program elements that involved either actual
participation or visiting a work site. For the past two years the program
has concentrated on adult audiences, and it has made us consider how
adults can also learn from experiential programming. The NMWA’s
programs aimed at children include a variety of different program types,
such as gallery talks and family programs, to involve participants in a
variety of different learning styles. Based on this year's experience, we
believe that there is a greater need for the preparation of programs in

diverse learning styles that are aimed at the older visitors to the museum

as well as younger.

Organized by Yoko Terashima, Saki Yokoyama, Yuko Waragai, Atsuko Sato
(Guest Researcher)



