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The Connoisseur: An lllustrated Magazine for Collectors, vol. 1-222
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The principal activities of the Research Library are the collection of
materials related to the history of Western art and related disciplines;
the support of the work of NMWA staff members, and the provision of
materials for studies conducted by external museum curators and
academic researchers. Further, this art museum library also includes
within its purview the publication of information on the museum’s
collections and the management of the museum’s website. The staff
continued with these basic activities over the course of this fiscal year,
and was also involved in the gathering and production of data for the
1960-2009, created as a part

of the activities commemorating the museum’s 50th anniversary.

publication of the NMWA Exhibition Guide

As in previous years, the library’s acquisitions program focused on the
collection of works related to Western art from the medieval period
through the first half of the 20th century. Major acquisitions included the
entire run of the English art journal, Studio: An lllustrated Magazine for
Fine and Applied Art, vols. 1-188, 1893-1974) and the missing issues of
The Connoisseur: An lllustrated Magazine for Collectors, vols. 1-222, 1901-
1992. In addition, the library conducted a materials exchange program
with a total of 437 museums and university libraries both in and out of
Japan, which included the presentation of exhibition catalogues
published by the NMWA, plus the collection of exhibition catalogues,
research reporters, annual reports and newsletters, materials which are
often difficult to obtain through normal book outlets.

In terms of cataloguing activities, the staff catalogued, prepared and
shelved a total of 1,590
LVZ cataloguing system.

books and 1,602 periodicals into the library’s

Continuing a project begun two years ago to catalogue ephemeral
materials and make them publicly available, these works were made
accessible on the NMWA website in January 2010. Those materials
related to specific artists were organized into a group related to that
artist and catalogued under the artist's name in an “artist file.” In order
for these materials to be fully searchable, that individual artist file was
then included in the library catalogue as a single record. This means
that a search can be conducted in the library catalogue to see if
ephemera exist in the collection related to a specific artist. This method
of cataloguing each file in the library catalogue, in which these
materials are thus considered by collection unit, rather than by item
unit, is the standard cataloguing method in North American art museum
libraries, such as the library of the Museum of Modern Art, New York.
Currently, approximately 900 files of such materials are available to the
public on the website. The fiscal 2007 interns carried out some of the
cataloguing process recording these artist file records in the library
catalogue.

Continuing ongoing practice, the Library was open two days a week
(Tuesdays and Fridays) to outside users. The library was thus open a
total of 97 days and welcomed a total of 511 external users, including
museum curators, graduate students and gallery staff members.

Regarding the publication of information on works in the NMWA
collection, the library received a Grant-in-Aid for Publication of
Scientific Research Results from the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science in fiscal 2009 to assist with the creation of a research results
database, and the following contents cataloguing work was continued
on the collections management system ARTIZE_MA. First, object
provenance data was entered from the 1979 NUWA General Catalogue
and the 1990 Catalogue of Paintings in the NVUIWA. Second, loan data
was entered from the Annual Reports of the NMWA (1967 to present).
And third, the basic information, provenance, exhibition history,
bibliography and visual data for new acquisitions was produced and
catalogued. In addition, preparation work, such as trimming and
replacing, was carried out on images for publication on the website.

A new Permalink (persistent link) function was added to the
collection database available on the website. The detailed screens for



individual objects in this database do not have set URLs to display the
results of database calculations, and thus, in the past it was necessary to
repeat the search operation to refer to the same object. This year’s
improvements include the assigning of a set URL for each object in the
collection, which will allow quotation of each individual work’s
information and the bookmarking of the page. These individual page
URLs also make the works accessible on search engines such as Google.
Search engine optimization (SEO) includes the publication of a sitemap
and a complete list of works included on the site.

The data for 53 newly acquired works was added to the Union
Catalog of the Collections of the National Art Museums, Japan. Further,
test data has been made public as part of a study with the National
Institute of Informatics on the automatic linking with a new search
engine called ‘SO-IMAGINE’ a meta-catalogue engine for electronic
resources of the National Art Museums targeted at library catalogues,
collection databases, exhibition databases and other such resources.

As part of the museum’s ongoing efforts to provide information to
audiences both in and out of Japan, the NMWA website is updated
regularly to include bilingual (Japanese and English) information on
exhibitions (permanent collection galleries and special exhibitions),
events (lectures, symposia, etc.) and educational programs. In addition,
an English language version of the website, with materials translated
from the Japanese, is online with basic information about previous
exhibitions held at the museum. A special 50th anniversary
commemorative website was opened, providing a variety of information
about the commemorative activities and museum activities in general.
Thanks to the generous support of Seiko Epson Corporation, a
download services was begun on the website so that visitors can
download materials and images related to art works in the NMWA
collections, and the staff also strove to make the website accessible and
widely used both internally and externally.

In addition to such normal activities, the library also distributed to
relevant recipients the two-volume commemorative publication, NVVWA
Exhibition Chronology and Artist Index 1960-2009 and the Fifty Years of
the NMWA 1959-2009. The Fifty Years publication included a
chronological listing by year of all activities carried out by the museum
over the course of its history, while the Exhibition Chronology focused
on approximately 210 exhibitions held at the museum since its opening,
with newly gathered information on the works displayed in these
exhibitions. This project both provided information to the world on the
past exhibitions held and focused attention on the catalogues that were
their lasting products.

This Exhibition Chronology consisted of the following contents:
Introductory Essay; Section 1 Overview of Exhibitions (chronological list
of exhibitions, dates, venues, organizers, traveling venues, and basic
information on related publications); Section 2 Index of Art Works by
Artist; and Section 3 Overview of Publications (exhibition catalogues,
bulletins, proceedings, etc.). Section 2 fills approximately 80 percent of
the entire volume and thus is the most important section of the book.
The information on exhibited works was compiled from exhibition
catalogues and errata pages in the museum collections, while data was
provided only on those art works with specific named artists (including
anonymous works and “school of” and “attributed to” designations).
The artist names were organized in the Japanese 50-syllable order. In
order to facilitate use of this catalogue, an alphabetical index of artist
names was also published as a supplement to the volume.

Three months after the publication of this NMWA exhibition list,
Tankosha published the text, with some additions and corrections to the
Western language artist name index, as a book for general sales
(NMWA, eds., Kokuritsu seiy6 bijutsukan tenrankai soran 1960-2009,
Tankosha, Tokyo, 2009). This book was selected by the Japan Library
Association as one of its Selected Books and was published in the
Selected Books information on p. 7 of its weekly publication,
Dokushojin No. 2811, published on October 30, 2009.

(Masako Kawaguchi)

[Major acquisitions]

Studio: An [llustrated Magazine for Fine and Applied Art, vols. 1-188
(1893-1974)

The Connoisseur: An Illustrated Magazine for Collectors, vols. 1-222
(1901-1992)

[Research Library Usage]

Number of days open: 97

Registered users: 158 (new users 100, renewals 58)
Visitors: 511

Books lent: 884 works for a total of 2,453 items
Photocopies made: 1,568 items (for a total of 17,182 pages)
Photographs: 34 items (for a total of 247 images)
Reference queries: 15 items

[Staff Visits]
February 17, 2010: University of Glasgow Archives

[Website Data]
Access: 8,153,852 page views

[NMWA Collection Database]

Available data: 4,369 items of text pages, 4,084 items of visual images
(except works protected by copyright)

Access: 1,302,615 page views



