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Objets d'art du Japon et de la Chine: peintures, livres. Dont la vente aura
lieu du lundi 27 janvier au samedi ler février 1902 inclus, dans les
galeries de MM. Durand-Ruel, [Paris], [1902]

Collection Hayashi: dessins, estampes, livres illustrés du Japon réunis par
T. Hayashi, dont la vente aura lieu du lundi 2 juin au vendredi 6 juin
1902 inclus, a I'Hotel Drouot, Paris: Hotel Drouot, 1902

Objets d'art et peintures de la Chine et du Japon: Deuxieme partie, dont
la vente aura lieu du lundi 16 février au samedi 21 fevrier 1903 inclus, a
I’hotel Drouot, [Paris], [1903]

Die Kunst: Monatshefte fiir freie und angewandte Kunst. Reprint ed.
Tokyo: Hon-no-Tomosha, 1998- (Originally published: Miinchen: F.
Bruckmann, 1899-)

Sumowski, Werner. Drawings of the Rembrandt school. New York:
Abaris Books, 1992
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The Research Library collects materials related to the history of western
art and its ancillary disciplines, provides materials for the advancement
of work by museum staff members, and aids in survey research done by
curators and scholars from other institutions. In addition to its
management of book and periodical resources, the library also
manages information regarding works in the NMWA collection and
manages the museum’s website. The following is a report on the
activities of this fiscal year.

In terms of materials acquisition, the library’s collection policy
focuses on materials related to western art from the medieval period
through the mid-20th century. This fiscal year saw the acquisition of sale
catalogues produced in 1902 and 1903 by Tadamasa Hayashi, a
Japanese art dealer renowned for introducing Japanese art to European
audiences; reprint editions of Die Kunst, a German art periodical
published from the end of the 19th century through the 20th century;
and ten volumes of drawing catalogues covering the works of
Rembrandt and the School of Rembrandt. In addition, the library
carried out materials exchange with a total of 448 institutions both in
and out of Japan, ranging from art museums to university libraries.
These exchanges constituted donation of printed materials from the
NMWA, and the receipt of materials that are generally hard to come by,
such as exhibition catalogues, research journals, annual reports and
newsletters.

In terms of collections management, during this fiscal year a total of
2,528 books, 1,395 periodicals and 1 title of microform materials were
catalogued into the museum’s LVZ library system, prepared and
shelved. In addition to books and periodicals, ephemera or ephemeral
materials, such as pampbhlets, flyers, newspaper and magazine clippings
and picture postcards, are also an important area for collection by art
libraries. A survey was conducted on how to organize and display such
items.

As in previous years, the Research Library was open to outside users
twice a week (Tuesdays and Fridays), with the library open for such
visits a total of 99 days during the fiscal year. A total of 365 visitors used
the library during that time, ranging from art museum curators to
graduate students and art gallery staff members. During the year the
usage regulations were revamped, the photocopying charges were
revised, and rules regarding the photographing of prints and plates, a
previously highly desired privilege, were introduced. The NMWA has
participated in the Art Libraries’ Consortium since fiscal 2005. This
consortium has been praised for developing and releasing a web-based
cross-searching system for art libraries that allows simultaneous
retrievals in various online catalogues of art libraries. The Japan Art
Documentation Society awarded the First Hiroko Nogami Memorial
Award for Art Documentation in 2007 to the Consortium for this new
system. In addition, the NMWA Research Library cooperated with and
directed the plans for the publication by an external company of art
historical reference works on art exhibition catalogues in Japan.

Regarding the management of information related to art works in the
NMWA collections, the library constructed the NMWA Collections
Database, and has made this database available on the museum’s
website. (The database is currently in Japanese only. An English version
of the database remains an issue for next fiscal year and later years).
This database makes it possible to publicly present images of and basic
information on each art work, information about currently exhibited
works in the “what can [ see today?” section, and scholarly information
such as provenance, exhibition history and bibliographies of works in
the collection. Continuing on from the previous fiscal year, production

of the contents of the database was supported by receipt of a Grant-in-
Aid for Publication of Scientific Research Results from the Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science during fiscal 2007 to assist with the
creation of this database. This project included: 1) data conversion from
the old Filemaker database of 4,000 items of provenance, exhibition
history and bibliography for paintings, sculpture, decorative arts, prints,
drawings and book works of art; 2) digitization of negative and
diapositive film, focusing on print works; 3) trimming of digital images
to suit presentation on the internet; 4) digitization of the provenance,
exhibition history and bibliography data of 300 NMWA collection art
works published in the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo:
Catalogue of paintings (Tokyo: National Museum of Western Art, 1979)
and Catalogue of Painting Acquisitions: 1979-1989 (Tokyo, National
Museum of Western Art, 1990). Regarding the Union Catalog of the
Collections of the National Art Museums, Japan, the library produced
data on 61 newly acquired art works for inclusion in the Union Catalog.
Regarding Cultural Heritage Online, we were able to create a structure
that allows data to be automatically transferred to Cultural Heritage
Online from the Union Catalog, and thanks to this process, data
including images of art works in the NMWA collection is automatically
transferred to the Cultural Heritage Online database.

Regarding the NMWA website, there was a complete reconsideration
of the structure and design of the museum website, which resulted in a
completely new style for the public site that presents contents that will
further deepen understanding of the museum. New information sections
have been added, such as Current Exhibitions, Future Exhibitions,
Events, and Education Programs sections. Other sections, including Past
Exhibitions, Introduction to the Collections, About the NMWA, and back
numbers of museum publications such as the Annual Report and
NMWA News Zephyros have been rearranged. The website is fully
bilingual in Japanese and English. Information on Permanent Collection
displays had previously consisted of individual lists on the public
website. Now, thanks to the public opening of the above-mentioned
NMWA Collections Database, information on works in the collections
can be centrally managed by the collections management system,
which allows the presentation of detailed information, such as images,

bibliography and provenance data. (Masako Kawaguchi)
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Objets d'art du Japon et de la Chine: peintures, livres. Dont la vente aura lieu
du lundi 27 janvier au samedi ler fevrier 1902 inclus, dans les galeries de
MM. Durand-Ruel, [Paris], [1902]

Collection Hayashi: dessins, estampes, livres illustrés du Japon réunis par T.
Hayashi, dont la vente aura lieu du lundi 2 juin au vendredi 6 juin 1902
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1899-)
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[Public Use of the Research Library]

Open days: 99 days

Registered users: 126 (88 newly registered, 38 renewals)

Number of visitors: 365

Number of items requested: 2,020

Number of photocopies made: 1,052 requests for a total of 10,831 pages
copied

Photographs requested: 45 requests for a total of 332 photographs
Reference requests: 27

[Public Website]

Japanese site revised on July 30, 2007; English site revised on March 31,
2008
Total hits

5,924,487

[NMWA Collections Database]
Open to the public: March 4, 2008 (Japanese only)
Publicly available data: 4,376 items, Image data: 1,908 images



