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FUN DAY 2007 Let’s Enjoy all of the NMWA!!
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Dates: 12 and 13 May 2007

Organizer: National Museum of Western Art
Venue: Museum Collection Galleries (Main Building and New Wing)
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Fun Day 2007 marked the first time this event was held with the entire
museum open free of charge. The Education Department has
conducted school gallery talks and family programs for the past three
years to familiarize audiences with the museum and art works.
Reflecting the results of the previous programs, there has been an
annual increase in the number of schools using the school gallery talk
programs and the number of repeaters in the family programs, all
indicating that the museum has become a familiar resource for diverse
audiences. However, on the other hand, there still remain those who
comment,

‘It is too high-brow for me,” or “I have the sense that it is a

place I shouldn't visit unless I understand art,” and “Do | have to get
dressed up to visit the museum?” The purpose of the Fun Day was to
invite those who had visited the museum before, along with those who
had such concerns and thus hadn’t visited the museum before, to see
what the museum was all about, and what its collections were like. The
Fun Day consisted of a range of programs tied into the art works in the
Permanent Collection Galleries and was an experiment in making the
museum’s permanent collection open free of charge for two days.

On the days themselves, all visitors were given badges rather than
entrance tickets, and cloth tote bags were also distributed. The
following six Let’s Enjoy the Museum programs were conducted (same
programs conducted on both days). Basically these programs were
reworkings of the programs used in previous Family Program sessions
Biju-tools Kits, (2) Gallery Talks (talks on the
11:10, (b) 15:00 -
15:40), (3) Architecture Tour (tour introducing the museum’s

and other events. (1)
permanent collection by volunteer staff) (a) 10:30 -

architecture, focusing on the Le Corbusier-designed Main Building), (4)



Puzzling Stamp Rally (a rally in which stamps were collected, as

participants answered the questions about the Permanent Collection
Galleries found on the distributed tote bags), (5) Mystery Printmaking
Studio: Seeing, Hearing, Drawing, Touching (demonstration of the
etching printing process: conducted by members of the Print
Department of Tokyo University of the Arts), and (6) Forecourt Concerts
(Philharmonia Tokyo performed concerts in front of The Gates of Hell).

Blessed with fine weather, a total of approximately 8,300 visitors
came to the museum over the course of the two-day event. Visitor
comments included, “It was a chance to enter the museum | have
always just passed by before,” and “It was a great opportunity to slowly
enjoy the art works.” Visits by those who had previously never entered
the art museum meant that the aims of the Fun Day were achieved.

In addition to the museum’s normal Volunteer Staff, a total of 73
temporary volunteers helped with the various programs over the course
of the weekend. This was a great success. Indeed, both visitors and
temporary volunteers had a great opportunity to learn about the
museum’s activities and collections.

This was the first experiment of its type, and thus, as could be
expected, there was some confusion with the various programs, but
overall the program’s goal of introducing people to the museum’s
activities and collections was achieved.

It is our hope to conduct future Fun Days after reflecting on the
problems that occurred this time and making changes to prevent such
problems in the future. (Saki Yokoyama)

Planning: NMWA Education Department

Program Staff: Risa Nagai, Azusa Otsuka, Yuko Katada, Yuki Miyahara

In cooperation with: Printmaking Department, Tokyo University of the
Arts, and Philharmonia Tokyo
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