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The Fun with Collection exhibition series is an annual series of small-
scale exhibitions of works chosen from the NMWA's collections and
focused on a set theme. This series of exhibitions is geared towards a
broad range of visitors, from children through adults, and offers an
opportunity for visitors to view and appreciate art works from a variety
of different viewpoints.

However, the act of viewing and appreciating art is by nature an
individual act; any ten different people will view art works in ten
different ways. The ways in which an artwork is viewed or experienced
are as numerous as the number of people involved. Given that fact, we
again used the Permanent Collection Galleries instead of organizing a
themed exhibition, and addressed the many different ways in which
people who come to the museum view and enjoy art.

The way of viewing and appreciating art depends on each
individual’s experiences and sensibilities. In other words, people view
art through their own particular shade of “colored eyeglasses”. While
the Japanese term for “colored eyeglasses” refers to bias and has
negative implications, for this program we stripped the term of its
negative meaning and used it positively, using the key term “eyeglasses”
to refer to the way each visitor to the museum views and enjoys art.
Rather than having each visitor view and enjoy the art works privately
and leave it at that, this program aimed to have people exchange
“eyeglasses”, so that they could experience and understand art works
from different viewpoints. The hope was that this would allow the
visitors to understand how an individual artwork could have different
values, or new meanings, when viewed in a different way.

This program was devised to span two years, 2005 and 2006. Fiscal
2006 was the second year of the program. Essays collected in the 2005
program “Write About Your Special Art Work™ and works created in
2005 in “Composing Just What We Feel! - Haiku at the NMWA”", “Let’s
Film the Great Places at the NMWA - The Dispatch of the Kid Video
Troops!”, “Gather One and All! - Kid Judges Award Prizes to Their
Favorite Art Works!” and “The Museum Through the Viewfinder - Making
Your Own Photo Collection” were on public display in 2006. In addition,
there was a quiz in which titles gathered from the “What is Your Name?



- You Become the Titler of Art Works” program were used as clues to a

search for the related works in the galleries. A variety of interesting
experiential programs were held in the Permanent Collection Galleries.
Displays and games helped visitors find it interesting and stimulating
to view the Permanent Collection Galleries through the various
“eyeglasses” of the participants in last year's program. One of the goals
of the Permanent Collection Galleries is to provide visitors with an
overview of the flow of western art history. By reflecting the various
viewpoints of the visitors to the museum, this program set out to make
the museum and its collections all the more approachable to its visitors.
The structure of the second year program was a condensation of the first
year program, and staff members are reviewing both the meaning and
efficacy of that program as they make plans to utilize the Permanent
Collection Galleries even more effectively. (Yoko Terashima)

Organized by: Yoko Terashima, Atsuko Sakai, Saki Yokoyama, Atsuko Sato
(Guest Researcher)

Display: Tokyo Studio



