Foreword

This Annual Bulletin No. 38 records the activities of the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo, for the fiscal Heisei
15 (2003) time frame, namely April 1 2003 through March 31 2004. The activities and related materials and data for
this year are reported by area, including acquisitions, exhibitions, research, educational activities, information
services, and conservation and restoration activities.

In fiscal Heisei 13 (2001), this museum was reorganized as one element of the Independent Administrative
Institution National Art Museum. At that time, a mid-term plan was proposed and agreed upon for the new
institution. This fiscal year marks the third year of that five-year plan, and thus we are entering the latter half of the
mid-term plan. The evaluation committee established by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology reviewed the activities of the first and second fiscal years covered by this mid-term plan and
determined that they were essentially on target. Similarly, the activities of the third year of this five-year plan have
been reviewed and evaluated favorably. The areas identified for further work and improvement have been noted
and the museum staff will make all efforts to plan appropriate and effective improvements and problem solutions.

Here I will note only major themes in the various NMWA activities of this fiscal year. Acquisition activities
included the purchase of the oil on canvas St. Thomas by Georges de La Tour. This work was placed on deposit at
the NMWA, and after surveys by staff members, was purchased for the NMWA collection. The acquisition of such an
important example of 17th century French painting is a great joy for the museum. With this work as a cornerstone,
the museum staff began preparations for an exhibition of works by Georges de La Tour that goes on display in
March 2005. The details of this exhibition will be discussed in the next Annual Bulletin.

Regarding exhibitions, the museum held one jointly sponsored exhibition and five exhibitions organized solely
by the NMWA. The jointly organized exhibition, Rembrandt and the Rembrandt School: The Bible, Mythology and
Ancient History, focused on history and mythology paintings by the Dutch master and his artistic school, including a
large number of works borrowed from overseas collections. The exhibition was praised for its accurate expression
of the results of recent research on Rembrandt’s circle. In terms of the solely NMWA organized exhibitions held
during this fiscal year, the Deutsche Landschaftszeichnungen der Romantik aus dem Kupferstich-Kabinett Dresden:
Das “Landschaftsbuch” von Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld und Werke von Caspar David Friedrich, Joseph Anton Koch,
Ferdinand Olivier und anderen was a novel exhibition that featured the naturalist expression of the Nazarene
painters of Germany.

In recent years there has been a growing emphasis on the role of educational programs as an important part of
art museum activities. The NMWA is fully aware of this trend and has developed ways to engage with the school
education of children and lifelong learning by adults. This has involved the creation and distribution of exhibition
explanatory materials aimed at children, and frequent experiments in providing guidance for school teachers. Part
of these efforts involved the abolishment of entry fees for middle school and younger children, and this has led to
an increase in the number of elementary and middle school aged children visiting the museum over the past few
years. This trend can be seen as an effective outreach to the part of society who will become the NMWA’s core
visitor population in the future. During fiscal Heisei 16 (2004), the museum aims to establish a volunteer program in
which volunteers will carry out educational activities in the museum, and to create a study center for such
volunteers. The full startup of this new program is imminent.

As part of the long term project of seismic isolation and reinstallation of sculpture in the NMWA forecourt, this
fiscal year the Conservation Department completed the reinstallation of Bourdelle’s Hercules the Archer.

The museum staff has also been involved in other innovative projects. Various new facilities have been installed
in the NMWA cafe which have lead to improved service and favorable response from clientele. The NMWA is also
furthering cooperation with neighboring society, and closer linkage with the various other organizations in the Ueno
Park area’s concentration of cultural facilities and organizations. These activities help further our goals of assuring
the important place that art museums play in the contemporary world and broadening understanding of art
museums.

The above is a brief summary, please see the detailed discussion of these activities in the following main text of
this publication.

January 2005
Koichi Kabayama

Director-General, The National Museum of Western Ant, Tokyo
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