Foreword

This Annual Bulletin No. 37 reports on the activities of the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo, (NMWA) during
the Heisei 14 (2002) fiscal year which ran from April 1, 2002 through March 31, 2003. The Bulletin is divided into
sections covering exhibitions, new acquisitions, research reports, conservation activities, education activities,
information services activities, and materials and records related to these activities.

On April 1, 2001, the NMWA became one element of the newly legislated Independent Administrative
Institutions. Cooperation and efforts have been necessary to fully understand the meaning of this transformation
and to implement it. Regarding the first full year of implementation of this new structure, reports have been made to
various committees established in this regard by the Ministry of Public Management, Home Affairs, Posts, and
Telecommunications and to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and we have been
praised for the generally favorable results we have reported. We are setting even higher standards for the years
ahead and are making every effort to respond to the trust placed in us by our local and national citizenry.

The various activities of the NMWA during this fiscal year are described in the following pages, and here [ would
like to touch on some important points only. First, I must mention the NMWA's purchase of Jan Brueghel's Wooded
Landscape with Abraham and Isaac. While the museum staff had spent many years hoping for an opportunity to
purchase a work by this famous artist, at last we were fortunate enough to acquire a superb work which now adorns
the museum'’s Permanent Collection galleries.

In terms of exhibitions, the NMWA held two jointly organized and five independently planned exhibitions during
this fiscal year. The Prado exhibition held at the beginning of this fiscal year was discussed in Annual Bulletin #36.
Here [ will just note that the final attendance figures exceeded 500,000 visitors, and the exhibition was a great
success in terms of both scholarly achievement and popular appeal. The jointly organized Between Reality and
Dreams: Nineteenth Century British and French Art from the Winthrop Collection of the Fogg Art Museum presented
19th century French and British works that previously had not been displayed outside the Fogg’s own facilities. This
exhibition renewed our interest in non-Impressionist 19th century arts, namely the works of the Pre-Raphaelite
British painters and the strongly Symbolist French painters. Two exhibitions planned and executed by the NMWA,
French Drawings from the British Museum: From Fontainebleau to Versailles and Woven Pictures: 17th and 18th
Centuries European Tapestries in the National Museum of Western Art Collection, were held in the Special Exhibition
Wing. The Drawings exhibition featured examples of French drawing, a medium rarely seen in Japan. The
Tapestries exhibition was the NMWA's first experiment with displaying large-scale tapestries, in this case, featuring
tapestries donated to the museum. In addition to these Special Exhibition Wing displays, two exhibitions of prints
and drawings were held in the museum’s Prints and Drawings Gallery, and a Fun with Collection exhibition was
displayed interspersed throughout the Permanent Collection galleries. The Fun with Collection exhibition was
primarily educational in nature, with its examination of the intentions and expression of painters presented in an
easily understood fashion and aimed primarily at children.

The educational role of art museums has grown more and more important in recent years. As part of the
museum’s efforts to make the world of Western art more approachable and interesting for students and children, the
museum is experimenting with a variety of approaches, including the preparation of instructive pamphlets to
accompany exhibitions, and specialized guidance for school teachers. The museum is also encouraging internships
by graduate students and this new program will also provide a high-quality educational experience for all involved.

The Reference Library opened at the end of fiscal year 2001 provides access to art historical and museology-
related materials to external scholars and specialists. The Conservation Department worked with the cooperation of
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, on the restoration of one of the tapestries for the Woven Pictures
exhibition mentioned above, a NMWA first experience in this specialized field.

The above is a summary of the NMWA activities in this fiscal year. Please refer to detailed accounts of these
activities in other sections of this Bulletin.

January 2004
Koichi Kabayama

Director-General, The National Museurn of Western Art, Tokyo
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