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Sir Frank Brangwyn [Brugge 1867 - Ditchling (Sussex) 1956]
A Man with a Cigarette

Oil on canvas

44 %36 cm

Initialed lower right: FB.
P.2002-2

Donated by Mr. Naoki Sato
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Frank Brangwyn (1867-1956) was an artist who worked with Ko6jiro
Matsukata as Matsukata’s collecting consultant. Brangwyn’s own ceuvre
included many prints and sketches of laborers working in factories and
on the docks. This painting depicts an image of a man who looks like a
laborer and is one of Brangwyn'’s works in this genre. While the date of
creation is unknown, the use of black and brown pigments to create
deep shadows, and the brushstroke traces left clearly visible are
depictive methods similar to those found in many of Brangwyn's prints
dating from around 1905 through the 1910s. The fast brushwork and
traces of brush movement made possible by oil pigment can also be
linked to Brangwyn’s 1916 Portrait of K6jir6 Matsukata (private
collection).

The signature by initial “FB” on the front surface of the canvas shares
the same brushstroke characteristics found in signatures on other
Brangwyn works. The “BRANSWYN” signature on the verso of the
canvas is also essentially the same as signatures found on other
Brangwyn works.
provenance, but the work does not appear in any of the Matsukata
collection auction catalogues, and it is not clear how this work passed
into the hands of Sabur6. Yet given the close interactions between
K6jird and Brangwyn, it can be surmised that this work passed from
Brangwyn to Kojiro, or directly to Saburo. (Mina Oya)



