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The Allure of Water
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Duration: 4 September-4 November, 2001
Organizer: The National Museum of Western Art
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This study exhibition was planned to provide visitors with a more
intimate and appealing viewing experience of works in the NMWA
permanent collections. This year’s study exhibition centered on the
theme of water. Water is a part of the natural world and is a physical
material without which humanity cannot survive. Also, water is a
physical element whose forms and expressions are constantly changing.
Artists have long been fascinated by the transparency, turbidity, and
reflectivity of watery surfaces, and by the shapes and movements of
waves, rain, and whirlpools. Artists have expressed these myriad shapes

and forms of water, and used watery motifs to suggest other meanings.

This exhibition consisted of 38 works. Most of these were selected
from the painting and print holdings of the NMWA collections, but oil
paintings, prints and decorative art works were also borrowed from
other institutions. The works were divided into three sections,
Movement and Form, Transparency and Watery Surfaces, and Water
Mythology and Messages Concealed in Water. These sections thus
introduced various ways in which water has been depicted in art, while
also introducing the differences of expression found in the works of
different artists and different time periods, or indeed in different artistic
media.

To broaden and deepen viewers' experiences of this exhibition, we
planned creative/experiential programs, concerts and lectures on water-
related subjects. We also placed related books, and musical instruments
which create watery sounds, in the rest area of the museum for visitors
to freely pick up and enjoy. (Yoko Terashima)
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