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Study Exhibition

European Avant-garde Paintings of the First Half of 20th Century:
Selected Works from the Collection of the National Museum of
Modem Art, Tokyo

221072 20004E1 HAl = 20014529 H301H
T DR 4 3 DA fi

Duration: January 4, 2000 — September 30, 2001
Organizer: The National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo
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This study exhibition displayed European avant-garde works from
the first half of the 20th century which were borrowed from the
National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo during its closure for
remodeling and the construction of an additional building begun in
July 1999. The exhibition was installed in the gallery displaying the
20th century works from the NMWA's permanent collections, and it
was the first opportunity to bring together examples from the 20th
century collections from the two museums.

The first half of the 20th century was a period that saw innovative
movement after innovative movement arise and come to the fore in
the art world. It was a period of diverse experimentation, as artists
and others sought to overcome the conventional concepts
surrounding art. Through the free use of color and line, artists were
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unstinting in their investigation into the expressiveness of these
essential formal elements. There were a considerable number of
painters who sought their own expressiveness, their own motifs as
they created paintings that strayed from the pure depiction of the
things of the real world. Their works reflected — at times critically
and at times positively — on the spiritual climate and material
conditions that formed the experiences of people living in the midst
of a newly modern society with all of its wrenching changes. This
period in Europe also witnessed the re-evaluation of what constitutes
art, with such artistic forms as African, Oceanic and children’s art
previously denied artistic status by traditional Western aesthetic
values being reconsidered under new aesthetic standards. These
newly “discovered” art forms exerted a massive influence on the
painters of western Europe.

Unfortunately, both the NMWA and National Museum of Modern
Art, Tokyo's collections lack the necessary works to provide an
overview of the avant-garde arts which developed in Europe during
the first half of the 20th century. While this study exhibition was not
able to provide a comprehensive display of the history of the
experimental activities of these avant-garde artists, the author does
believe that it gave a slightly broader introduction to the avant-garde
art movements than is normally possible at the NMWA.

(Masayuki Tanaka)
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