Foreword

This volume 33 of the NMWA Annual Bulletin reports on fiscal year 1998 and the special exhibitions,
acquisitions, research activities, conservation activities, educational programs, and information pro-
grams carried out at the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo between April 1, 1998 and March
31, 1999.

Following completion in fiscal 1997 of the new Special Exhibition Wing under the forecourt of the
museum and of anti-earthquake measures (an isolating system) for the museum’s 40-year-old Main
Building, the NMWA was able to resume full, normal operation in fiscal year 1998. I would like to renew
my apologies to the many art lovers and members of the general public who were inconvenienced
while museum facilities were closed, and to also express my joy, shared by the museum staff, at the
return to full operation of the museum.

Thanks to the completion of these various construction projects, we are now able to display a
generally chronological selection from the Museum’s permanent collection in a standing exhibition
throughout the Main Building and the New Wing. The newly-built Special Exhibition Wing has allowed
the museum to run special exhibitions in tandem with these standing exhibitions from the perma-
nent collection. The exhibition “Claude Lorrain and the Ideal Landscape” was held in commemoration
of the re-opening of the entire museum facility. This exhibition introduced major works by Claude
Lorrain, a great French painter active in Rome, and provided an overview of the development of the
“ideal landscape” form from Claude in the 17th century through Corot in the 19th century. This
exhibition was followed by “Goya—Atrtista de su tiempo y artista inico,” an exhibition which displayed
Goya’s principal printed works, including his four great print series, and the works of other major
Spanish printmakers of his day. The goal of the exhibition was to clarify Goya’s position in history and to
make possible an understanding of his individual creativity. At the end of the fiscal year, in March 1999,
the museum opened an exhibition of Italian Renaissance works from Russia’s Hermitage Museum.
Detailed information on the Hermitage exhibition will be included in the next volume of this Annual
Bulletin. In addition to these large-scale special exhibitions, the museum also held a Study Exhibition
featuring three paintings from the Asahi Breweries, Ltd. collection: Picasso’s representative Blue Period
work Crouching Woman, and a painting each by Rouault and Modigliani. These works were displayed
in a special section of the New Wing, adjacent to works from the museum’s permanent collection. It
is the museum’s intention to continue whenever possible with similar displays of works from private
and corporate collections.

A major project for this fiscal year was the complete re-installation and placement of Rodin’s The
Gates of Hell on a seismic isolation base in the museum’s forecourt, an area which had been temporarily
demolished in the process of building the new underground Special Exhibition Wing. All of the original,
rusted bolts holding the sculpture together were replaced with new steel bolts. In order to stabilize the
upright position of the sculpture, which weighs more than seven tons, a special base built for the
sculpture was installed on top of a five-roller system of seismic isolation fittings. This process was note-
worthy for its use of many new technologies and techniques. The other outdoor sculptures from the
forecourt area, including The Thinker, and The Burghers of Calais, will be fitted with appropriate seis-
mic isolation devices and re-installed in the coming years.

The museum’s new acquisitions included six oil paintings, ranging in period from Guercino to Ary
Scheffer, and numerous prints, including examples by Goya and Piranesi. These new acquisitions, all
superb works which supplement the museum’s existing collections in its display of general trends in
western art, were very favorably received by visitors to the New Acquisitions exhibition presented in
a section of the Main Building. The establishment of a Digital Gallery for the study of essential data
on works in the museum’s collections has also met with positive reactions. In addition, this issue of the
Annual Bulletin reports on the educational, research and other activities of the museum during the
1998 fiscal year.

March 2000 Shuji Takashina

Director, The National Museurn of Western Art, Tokyo
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