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[Program Reports]

Summer Programs for Children

As in previous years, programs were held during the summer to
allow visitors to further enjoy the Permanent Collection galleries.
“Light” was chosen as this year’s theme and the various programs
focused on the expression of light seen in paintings in the NMWA
collection. This year’s programs were not limited to young partici-
pants; adults were also invited to attend programs developed to
appeal to a broad range of audiences.

Light has been expressed in many different ways throughout
the history of painting. There are religious paintings which utilize
the symbolism of light, there are realistic still-life paintings which
play on the effects of light and shadow, and there are Impressionist
paintings which take light itself as their theme. Each historical
period and each artist has chosen to present light in their own
manner from amongst the myriad possibilities. The NMWA’s sum-
mer 2000 programs sought to introduce the diverse expressions
of light found in western painting and in Japanese painting, and
through the participants’ own experiences of light, develop partici-
pants’ understanding and thoughts on the creative moment of the
art works.

The programs consisted of printed matter, gallery talks, lectures,
and creative/experiential programs. Self-study guides were distri-
buted free-of-charge during the time period to help visitors notice
the expression of light in displayed works. Gallery talks were held
both at the NMWA and at the Tokyo National Museum also located
in Ueno Park, thus allowing a comparison of light in Asian art and
Western art. Two lectures were held, entitled “The Light in Paint-
ings and Techniques” and “Humans and Light.”

Three types of creative/experiential programs were held. Each
of them started with participants viewing paintings in the Perma-
nent Collection galleries, with special attention paid to how the
paintings express light. The programs continued with participants
either experiencing or creating works using sunlight, candlelight,
or electric light lead by the artists using light for their works.

The “Viewing Rainbows/Collecting Rainbows” program fo-
cused on the experience of sunlight which is made up of seven
colors of light of differing wavelengths. The participants rode trains
with prisms, viewing the passing landscape outside the train
window through the prism’s spectrum of 7 colors. After returning
to the museum, participants used buckets of water and mirrors
in the museum forecourt to separate sunlight into its 7 color spec-
trum and then observe the results.

The “Time Measured by Light” program was held in a dark
room. Participants used candle light to experience the flow of light
and time. Each participant was given a number of candles corres-
ponding to his or her age. They each arranged their candles in a
spiraling line and then lit the candle at the end of their spiraling
line. The flames caught the next candle in the spiral and the
participants witnessed many self-lighting spirals shining amidst
the darkness.

The “Light Pictures” program featured participants creating
their own pictures using colors and reflected light. Participants
drew their own free design on thick paper and then cut the paper
along the edge of the design. They then painted the cut-out edge of
the design on the back of the paper. The edges of the slits were pried
open. A strong light was exposed to the back of the paper and the
reflections of various colors painted on the cut-out edges shone
through the cut design to the front of the paper. Videotapes rec-
ording the “Viewing Rainbows/ Collecting Rainbows” program and
works created in the “Light Pictures” program were displayed in the
New Wing’s 2nd floor rest area during the program period.

Inclusion of a broader age range of participants fostered com-
munication across age groups, and between parents and children.
Participants were thus able to share a broader array of knowledge
and experiences, and various opinions. This element and others
created powerful experiences for the program participants. Further,

as light, the theme of these programs, is an essential and common
element of our daily lives, our focus on light made the paintings
from different periods and culture more accessible as program
participants used their own individual experience and knowledge
in their appreciation of the works.

[Overview of Programs]

1) Lectures

Lectures Commemorating the “Florence and Venice: Italian
Renaissance Paintings and Sculpture from the State Hermitage
Museum” exhibition

each 2:00-3:30pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145, free of charge
(all in Japanese)

April 10 (Sat.)

“Artistic Cities of the Renaissance: Florence and Venice”
Shuji Takashina, Director, National Museum of Western Art,
Tokyo

April 24 (Sat.)
“Titian’s ‘Mary Magdalene’—Heroine of the Counter-
Reformation Age”
Michiaki Koshikawa, Curator, National Museurn of Western
Art, Tokyo
May 15 (Sat.)
“Cosimo [ and His Painters—The Medici Family and
Florentine Mannerist Arts”
Michiaki Koshikawa, Curator, National Museumn of Western
Art, Tokyo
Special Lecture Afternoon for the “Florence and Venice: Italian
Renaissance Paintings and Sculpture from the State Hermitage
Museum” exhibition
June 18 (Fri.) 2:00-4:50 pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145,
free of charge

“The Arts of Raphael”
Tatyana Kustodieva, Curator, State Hermitage Museum

“The Arts of Veronese”
Irina Artemieva, Curator, State Hermitage Museum

“Summer Children’s Program” Lectures
each 2:00-3:30pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145, free of charge

July 10 (Sat.)

“The Light in Paintings and Techniques”

Kimio Kawaguchi, Conservator, National Museum of Western
Ant, Tokyo

August 8 (Sun.)

“Humans and Light”

Nahoko Uehashi, Lecturer, Kawamura Gakuen Women's
University and author of books for children

Lecture Commemorating the “Rhetorik der Leidenschaft (The
Body in Memory—The Image Treasure House of Aby Warburg)”
exhibition

August 7 (Sat.), 2:00-3:30pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145,

free of charge

“Aby Warburg’s Mnemosyne Atlas”

Tetsuhiro Kato, Professor, Kwansei Gakuin University



Lectures Commemorating the “Réve et Réalité —Collections du
Musée d'Orsay” exhibition

cach 2:00-3:30pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145, free of charge

September 14 (Tues.)
“La flora et la faune”
Marc Bascou, Curator, Musée d'Orsay

October 2 (Sat.)

“Nostalgia, The Beginning of Dreams—The Revival and Trans-
formation of 18th Century Paintings during the 19th Century”
Yoshiki Ohno, Assistant Professor, Aoyama Gakuin Women's
Junior College

October 9 (Sat.)

“Between the dream and the reality”

Akiya Takahashi, Curator, National Museum of Western Ant,
Tokyo

November 6 (Sat.)

“Invention of the other world”

Chikashi Kitazaki, Curator, National Museurn of Western Art,
Tokyo

November 9 (Tue.)

“Le réve d’art nouveau”

Philippe Tiébaut, Curator, Musée d’Orsay

Lecture Commemorating “Visage Painting and the Human Face
in 20th-Century Art” exhibition
January 29 (Sat.), 2:00-3:30pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145,
free of charge
“The Phenomenology of ‘Face’—Can we really see the face?”
Seiichi Washida, Professor, Osaka University

Lecture Commemorating the “Picasso’s World of Children”
exhibition
March 18 (Sat.), 2:00-3:30 pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145,
free of charge
“Depicted Children—From Raphael to Picasso”
Shuji Takashina, Director, National Museum of Western Art,
Tokyo

2) Symposium
Symposium Commemorating the “Rhetorik der Leidenschaft”
exhibition
“The Faces of Skin/The Imaginative Powers of Skin”
July 16 (Fri.)—July 18 (Sun.), Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145, free
of charge
*For details, see the separate Symposium Report section of this
volume

Symposium Commemorating the “Picasso’s World of Children”
exhibition
March 14 (Tues.) 2:00-5:00pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 145,
free of charge
Panelists: Werner Spies, Director, Musée National d’ Art Moderne,
Centre National d’Art et de Culture Georges Pompidou, Paris
Maria Teresa Ocana, Director, Museu Picasso, Barcelona
Shuji Takashina, Director, National Museurn of Western Art,
Tokyo

3) Gallery Talks
“Florence and Venice: Italian Renaissance Paintings and Sculpture
from the State Hermitage Museum” exhibition
each 5:00-5:40 pm, Galleries, Capacity: 20 each, free of charge
with admission to exhibition
April 2 (Fri.), April 16 (Fri.), May 7 (Fri.), May 21 (Fri.),
June 4 (Fri.)
“Summer Children’s Programs”
each 1:00-3:30 pm, National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo
and Tokyo National Museum, Capacity: 15 each, free of charge

with admission to permanent collection galleries
July 31 (Sat.), August 15 (Sun.)

“Rhetorik der Leidenschaft (The Body in Memory—The Image
Treasure House of Aby Warburg)” exhibition
each 6:00-6:40 pm, Galleries, Capacity: 20 each, free of charge

37

with admission to exhibition
July 30 (Fri.), August 13 (Fri.)

4) Slide Lectures

The “Réve et Réalité—Collections du Musée d'Orsay” exhibition
each 6:00-6:40pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 130, free of charge
with admission to exhibition
September 24 (Fri.), October 8 (Fri.), October 29 (Fri.)

5) Creative /Experiential Programs

“Summer Children’s Programs”
Viewing Rainbows, Collecting Rainbows
July 4 (Sun.), July 25 (Sun.), 9:30am-2: 30 pm, Capacity: 15
participants each, Intended audience: Elementary 5th graders
and older
Led by Shigenobu Yoshida, Artist

Time Measured by Light

July 24 (Sat.), 10:00am-4 : 00 pm, Capacity: 15 participants,
Intended audience: Elementary 5th graders and older

Led by Yoshiaki Watanabe, Artist and Assistant Professor,
Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music

Light Pictures

August 1 (Sun.), August 7 (Sat.), 10: 00 am-4: 00 pm, Capacity:
15 participants each, Intended audience: Elementary 5th
graders and older

Led by Taizo Matsumura, Artist and Lecturer, Tohoku University
of Art and Design

6) Special Events
Program Commemorating the “Rhetorik der Leidenschaft (The
Body in Memory-The Image Treasure House of Aby Warburg)”
exhibition

“An Evening of Music and Art”

July 9 (Sat.), 5:00-6:30 pm, Lecture Hall, Capacity: 130,

free with admission to exhibition

Lecture by Konrad Oberhuber, Director, Graphische Sammlung

Albertina

Musicians: Victoria Martino (violin), Piero Bonaguri (guitar)

(Yoko Terashima)



