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Information System of the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo
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[Background]

Since its founding in 1959, the National Museum of Western Art,
Tokyo has endeavored to collect reference materials, primarily printed
articles and books. The majority of these books are in Western lan-
guages, and including some remaining uncatalogued exhibition cata-
logues, number close to 40,000 volumes. The serials collection is
also largely made up of Western-language serials, and including inter-
rupted runs of art museum reports, the total number of both Western
and Japanese serial titles is approximately 1,200 titles. Other materials
include microform documents, which includes the Marburger Index
(approx. 930,000 images) recording photographs of the art objects
and cultural properties in Germany, the Witt Library collection
(approx. 2 million images covering a wide array of Western art
objects), and miscellaneous other microfiches to total close to 3 mil-
lion images. The Museum also houses documentation and photo-
graphs of the approximately 2,200 works in its collections, and basic
documentation of the works which have been exhibited in the
Museum. In the midst of these collecting activities, computers were
introduced to the Museum. In 1989 a personal computer was set up



to handle book management (data entry/output in card and list
format). Art Hi-vision (research system of major works in the collec-
tion) was introduced in 1992 for use by visitors to the Museum, and
partial tests were made of the use of personal computers for the
management of print data and loan records. However, these were
simply stand-alone systems, and it became desirable to consider a
museum-wide system which would allow integrated data manage-
ment and shared use of materials to increase the efficiency of records
management.

[Fiscal Heisei 7 (1995) Construction of a Museum Information System]
Based on this situation, a full art museum information system was
constructed during fiscal Heisei 7 (1995). This system includes three
elements: 1) Library System, 2) Collection Management System, and
3) Mail System. These are all client-server systems and all operate
on a FDDI-based LAN.

1) Library System

IBM LibVision, a total library system made up of sub-systems for acqui-
sition, cataloguing, research, inventory, listing/statistics and other
elements, was purchased and then customized as needed. The spe-
cial characteristics of this system include its utilization of the biblio-
graphic data from NACSIS and OCLC, input and display of lettering
with the various Western language accent marks, KWIC (key word
in context) search, lateral search among Western language and
Japanese books, serials, and non-book materials, and the system’s
multi-media compatibility to handle both text and image.

2) Collection Management System

An image database system has been created on the basis of the IBM
NetMedia database platform in order to carry out cataloguing,
research, and object management of the art works in the Museum’s
collection. This system allows on-line research from each staff mem-
ber’s terminal. Both this collection management system and the
library system can be also accessed via intra-net.
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3) Mail System

A mail system was created from Openmail software and is currently
being used by all museum employees from the terminals assigned
per individual employee. This is connected to SINET (the Science
Information Network) and thus allows the use of the Internet.

Figure 1) shows the plan of the Museum Information System, and
Chart 1) records the basic hardware and software data of this system.

[Fiscal Heisei 8 (1996) The Use of the Museum Information System
and its Revision]

Along with the strengthening of several of the sub-systems of the
Library System, this year saw the retrospective conversion of library
data, with approximately 6,000 items input. In the Collections
Management System, approximately 400 of the major paintings and
sculptures in the collection were input, and this data was then used
to publish an Jllustrated Summary Catalogue of Paintings and Sculp-
ture. Program software functions were also increased to improve user
interface related to input and research.

The Mail System saw all employees go through a training period
which then allowed the true start of internal, museum-wide mail in
January 1997. The Museum opened the trial edition of its home page
to the public on the Internet on November 29, 1996 (Fig. 2). This
home page is made up of Brief History, Outline, Introduction to the
Collection, and Exhibition Calendar sections, and there had been
a total of 1,382 accesses from outside of the Museum by the end
of March 1997 (This refers to accesses to the front page. The total
number of accesses for the entire site was 5,002 accesses for the
January-March 1997 period). At that point a total of 16 works from
the collection were published in the site (32 works as of September
1997). These works and their index data are also accessible through
the Common Index of Museum Objects of the Information System
on Cultural Properties and Art in Japan operated by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs. Our Museum also participates in the Forum of the
Information System on Cultural Properties and Art in Japan launched
in January 1997. (Hiroyuki Hatano)
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