Foreword

This volume is a combined issue of the annual bulletins for 1994 (no. 29) and 1995 (no. 30). Each
of the sections, including new acquisitions, special exhibitions, other business and materials, thus
covers the period from April 1994 through March 1996.

Of special note during this period was the museum'’s decision to act on the long-held idea to con-
struct new exhibition galleries, thanks to funding from the 1995 supplemental budget. The National
Museum of Western Art was formed upon its founding in 1959 to house and display the Matsukata
Collection which had been returned by gift from the French government to the Japanese people, and
at that time no room was left for the housing or display of future purchases or donations. As a result,
a new wing of the museum was built in 1979 which allowed for the public display of the permanent
collections, and yet as it did not have facilities for special exhibitions, only a section of the permanent
collections could be displayed when special exhibitions were held. In order to rectify this inconvenience,
in 1989 the Museum established a committee for long-term projects to improve the Museum made
up of intellectuals from all fields, and based on their interim report, a basic plan for an underground
display area, the 21st Century Gallery (tentative name), was approved for the front garden of the museum.
The current new gallery construction is related to this 21st Century Gallery (tentative name).

In conjunction, work proceeds on efforts to make the main building earthquake resistant. This
main building designed by Le Corbusier is an important monument noted worldwide for its architec-
tural importance, but with the passage of some third of a century since its construction, certain repair
and strengthening work is now called for. Of course, there has been partial repair work carried out
on the building in the interim, but on this occasion, with the lessons learned from the Great Hanshin
Earthquake at Kobe in 1995 in mind, fundamental “earthquake-proofing” measures are being carried
out on the building. This construction will not harm Le Corbusier’s original plans for the building,
and will at the same time employ an isolating system that uses rubber shock absorber against quake
damage.

Regardless of the inconveniences caused by this round of construction, seven special exhibitions
were held during this two year period: Saints and Men — Suermondt-Ludwig-Museum/ Museen der
Stadt Aachen; Paris in 1874-The Year of Impressionism; German Woodcut in the Age of the Reformation-
from the Collection of Schlossmuseum/Museen der Stadt Gotha; Gustave Moreau; Exploring Mysteri-
ous Painted World; Italian 16th and 17th Century Drawings from the British Museum; and the study
exhibition: Reconstruction of a Dispersed Altarpiece by Mariotto di Nardo. The contents of each of
these exhibitions is discussed in this issue of the annual bulletin, and one of these exhibitions, Explor-
ing Mysterious Painted World, is the museum’s first effort at an exhibition designed for children, aimed
primarily at elementary and middle school students. Further, the Reconstruction of a Dispersed Altar-
piece by Mariotto di Nardo was an attempt to reconstruct a 15th century Italian altarpiece, a section
of which had entered the Museum’s collection in 1993. This study exhibition was the second of its
kind held, following the Museum’s first effort in this area the previous year. The museum intends
to continue these types of exhibitions in the future. In addition, this issue of the annual bulletin notes
the Museum’s new acquisitions, its conservation work, and other work of this period.

Finally, on March 31, 1995, the Western Art Foundation was established as a charitable founda-
tion with the aim of assisting the Museum’s activities and further promoting western art. Through
the assistance of this foundation, the Museum will be able to pursue an even more complete range
of activities.

December 1996
Shuji Takashina

Director, The National Museun of Western Art
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