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A Cycladic Idol from the Former RyGzaburd Umehara Collection

Rui Nakamura

The NMWA collection contains four marble Cycladic sculptures formerly in
the Rytzaburé Umehara collection: two titled Female Idol (S.1974.1 and
S.1975.3), one work commonly known as the Violin-shaped Figurine, and a
large collared vase. Umehara presented these works to the museum in 1974
and 1975. This article focuses on the most thoroughly surveyed of the four, a
Female Idol (5.1974.1), and considers the stylistic characteristics of the four
works.

Female Idol (S.1974.1) is of the Late Spedos Variety from the Early
Cycladic II period. It has been posited that it was the work of The Steiner
Master as it is characterized by a U-shaped head, a large, broad-cheeked
face, and a relatively narrow nose. The back of the head is relatively flat, yet
another characteristic of works by The Steiner Master. Today there are five
full works and one fragment attributed to The Steiner Master, and the
NMWA work is placed in the early period of his oeuvre.

The other Female Idol in the NMWA collection (S.1975.3) also belongs
to the Late Spedos Variety. In November 2007, the Cycladic gallery at the
National Archaeological Museum at Athens displayed a stone figure of
approximately the same size and with the same details as S.1975.3; but
further work is needed on their attribution. The Violin-shaped Figurine
(5.1974.2) is linked to the lineage of abstract female seated figures from the
Neolithic period, while the Large Collared Vessel (OA.1974.1) also shows
developments from examples from the Neolithic period. Cycladic stone idols
have primarily been excavated from tombs, and thus are thought to have
been used as burial goods. However, since the majority of these finds have
been from illicit excavations, their state upon excavation is unknown.

It is well known that during the first half of the 20th century many
modern and contemporary western artists, such as Modigliani and Picasso,
were interested in Cycladic art. Umehara studied in France from 1908-1913
where he experienced first hand the western interest in ancient arts. Thus he
is surmised to have purchased his own examples of ancient art. Research on
Cycladic art in Japan remains at a very fundamental stage, and how the
powerful form of the simplified body image influenced modern and
contemporary artists remains as a topic for future studies. It is also hoped
that in the future there will be opportunities for these NMWA Cycladic
works, collected by Umehara and rare examples of their kind in Japan, to be
appreciated by Japan's viewing audiences and modern and contemporary

artists alike.



