Foreword

The current annual report is a double issue comprising volumes 25 and 26, covering the fiscal years 1990
and 1991. Consequently, the listings under purchased works, donated works, exhibitions and other activ-
ities, and references all date from the period April 1990 to March 1992.

It goes without saying that the most important duty for a museum is to enrich its collection. The Na-
tional Museum of Western Art, Tokyo has always pursued the following three objectives in collecting
works: Firstly, it aims to acquire fine modern French and other European works dating from the late 19th
century to the early 20th century, to complement the Matsukata Collection, which formed the core of the
museum collection at its opening. Secondly, as the only national museum in Japan covering all aspects of
Western art, it endeavours to collect representative works by artists or schools that are considered neces-
sary for surveying the history of Western art from the Renaissance onwards. Thirdly, it seeks to enhance its
collection of prints. Needless to say, the recent rise in the prices of works of art has made it exceedingly
difficult to carry out our task. Nevertheless, the works which have been purchased this time all fulfill the
above mentioned principles and I am confident that they were the most appropriate choices within the
limited budget.

In addition to the purchased works, the museum is most grateful for the major donation of fine modern
works from Ms Eiko Yamamoto. We would like to express our sincere thanks to her for her overwhelming
generosity. It is greatly regretted that she passed away in January 1992 and we all pray that she may rest
in peace.

The museum also received other precious donations from benefactors such as Gallery Fujikawa (Mr
Tokuzo Mizushima). We would also like to thank them very much for their generosity.

Regarding exhibitions, which are significant activities for a museum, five were held over the two year
period. Details are listed below. These exhibitions were realized in close collaboration with foreign muse-
ums and specialists from a variety of countries, namely England, Germany, France, and Spain. Not only
did they provide Japanese art enthusiasts with opportunities to appreciate masterworks, but they also
played significant roles in international artistic and cultural exchange. In addition to the beauty of the
works exhibited, the exhibitions were of good quality and meaningful from an academic point of view,
resulting in a generally favourable reception. In particular, Faces of the Louvre—Masterwoks of Portraiture
in the collections of the Louvre, which was organized on the basis of a clear concept of surveying the
development of portraiture in Western art and through an innovative attempt at bringing together all seven
departments of the Louvre Museum, attracted a record-breaking number of visitors. International coopera-
tion of this sort will become all the more important from now on.

The Director of the museum during the period covered in this anuual report was Tetsuo Misumi. I wish
to express my greatest respect to Mr Misumi for the outstanding achievements described in this report.

April 1994

Shuji Takashina
Director
The National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo
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