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After air transportation, the canvas painting “Portrait of Philo-
sopher Crates” of Jusepe de Ribera was found suffering from three
long tears in the middle of painting surface. The painting has been
recently relined with animal and flour glew, which often has a risk
of causing such a drying damage for alterated canvas.

The immediate cause of the damage was the environmental
change, in paticular, the intense RH change in the crate due to the
low air pressure durling air transportation. This damage resulting
from the transport clearly shows that the single crate is not suffi-
cient to maintain RH factor inside. The painting was preserved
in the Museum’s storage (RH value 55 %), two to three days after
unpacking, then the contraction of the buckling was significantly
lightened.

Considering these phenomenon, the necessity of a complete
restoration was suggested. Although temporary treatment would
help to flatten the surface, the shrinkage on the back surface
would not be restrained. Rather, such temporary mesures would
only increase the possibility for the buckling to recur, or would
cause new creases near the actual damages. In either case, the
shrinkage would remain.

The treatment for removing the shrinkage factor from original
canvas was done with the following two measures.

1. Removing the relining and all the other materials (animal and
flour glew in particular) from the old restoration.
2. Reinforcing the original canvas tears with interlayer of Kent
paper which would be stretched with new canvas.
(Kimio Kawaguchi)
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