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Le Corbusier and the Museum of Unlimited Growth—Understanding this Ideal
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Duration: 9 July — 19 September 2016
Organizer: The National Museum of Western Art
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On 17 July 2016, the 40th UNESCO World Heritage session designated
“The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution
to the Modern Movement” as World Heritage Sites. These works,
nominated by France and six other countries, include the Main Building
of the NMWA. Eight years have passed since these architectural works
were first nominated for inclusion in 2008, and the 17 works included in
the submission were all considered to be of World Heritage quality.

This exhibition upon the occasion of the new designation focused
visitor attention on the NMWA architecture and introduced the
fascinating aspects about the Le Corbusier-designed Main Building. The
exhibition consisted of three sections: 1) the history of the establishment
of the NMWA as part of the repatriation of the Matsukata Collection
from France; 2) Le Corbusier’s architectural theories and the features of
the Museum of Unlimited Growth; and 3) information on the 17 works
newly registered as World Heritage Sites. The exhibition was made up of
48 explanatory panels, four models and one video presentation.

Le Corbusier was a major modern architect primarily active in France.
Along with his building design, he sometimes developed prototypes, a
method often used in automobile and furniture design process. He would
first create a prototype and then his building projects would consist of
revising and rewriting those plans numerous times. The NMWA Main
Building was based on Le Corbusier’s Museum of Unlimited Growth
prototype. The display introduced the concept and features of the
prototype and introduced elements of that prototype that were realized in
the Main Building structure. The desires of the project commissioners,
namely the Japanese government, as well as limitations of the site and
various other factors, were all incorporated into the design and structure
of the Main Building. This meant that the end result was not the Museum
of Unlimited Growth structure that could grow as the collection grew, as
envisioned in the prototype. Nevertheless, the Main Building does stand
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as a good realization of the Museum of Unlimited Growth features. Given
that this was also one of Le Corbusier’s late projects, the exhibition also
indicated how it incorporated the various architectural theories that he
had espoused over the course of his life, including the “five elements of
modern architecture” and “modules” of architectural measurement.
Visitors to the museum could directly experience the principal
subject of this exhibition, the Main Building, even before seeing the
panel presentation. Thus, the panel-based exhibition focused not on the
current state of the Main Building, but rather the earliest images of the
planning and building process, while the video program provided aerial
views of the Main Building overall. These were efforts made to attract
visitor interest in how visual imagery could supplement the aspects of the

building they could not directly experience.
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Maison Domino ( Le Corbusier, 1914 )

Programs were held in conjunction with the exhibition, such as slide
talks introducing the exhibition contents and a drop-in workshop where
participants could make a Main Building badge. In the workshop,
participants used a worksheet including the badge cutout that had
questions that they could find answers to in the exhibition, all as part of
our efforts to heighten visitor enjoyment of the exhibition.

(Yoko Terashima)

[Video]
Directors: Yoko Terashima, Saki Yokoyama
Production: Bijutsu Eizo Projects Co., Ltd.

Exhibition design and display: Tokyo Studio
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Model (scale:1/30)

Model built by: Madoka Kayanoki Laboratory,
Department of Architecture, Faculty of
Engineering Divison II, Tokyo University of
Science
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Villa Savoye ( Le Corbusier, 1931)
Model (scale:1/100)

Model built by: aat+ Makoto Yokomizo
2004
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Villa Fallet ( Le Corbusier, 1907)

Model (scale:1/30)
Model built by: aat+ Makoto Yokomizo
2004

The National Museum of Western Art,
Main Building (Le Corbusier, 1959)
Model (scale:1/100)

Model built by: Madoka Kayanoki Laboratory,
Department of Architecture, Faculty of
Engineering Divison II, Tokyo University of
Science
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Le Corbusier and the National Museum
of Western Art

DVD (13 min. 15sec.)

Planned by the National Museum of Western Art
Produced by Bijutsu Eizo Projects Co., Ltd.
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