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The Nabi school artist Maurice Denis (1870-1943) is one of the
important painters in the Matsukata Collection. However, of the 35 works
by Denis in the collection, it is little known that about half, 18 works, are
drawings. Further, in 2014, the descendants of Teizaburd Kuga and his
son Tard donated four drawings by Denis to the NMWA. This exhibition
was planned to present these newly donated works and provide an
overview of the NMWA collection of Denis drawings.

The Matsukata Collection includes numerous large-scale preparatory
sketches by Denis for such important projects as the cupola of the
Champs-Elysées Theater in Paris and decorative panels for private
interiors. This selection of works reflects the care that both the artist
himself and Matsukata’s intermediary Léonce Bénédite took towards
their important client. On the other hand, the works preserved in the
Kuga family, who were close friends of Denis in the 1920’s in France,
were portraits of Kuga family members. These works give a sense of the
artist’s familiarity with the sitters, and thus contrasting with the large-
scale study works, reveal a glimpse of Denis’ private life.

The galleries also featured comparative displays of a related oil
painting and an illustrated book, along with photo panels of the
completed works next to their respective preparatory sketches. Thus
visitors to the exhibition were able to fully appreciate the rare inspirations
of the artist captured on paper, and imagine the creative process he went
through as he searched for imagery suited to his aims. (Hiroyo Hakamata)
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All of the exhibited works are by Maurice Denis
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Sketch for Young Girl with a Hen
c. 1890

Charcoal and pencil on paper
D.2011-0002
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Study for “The Bath” from Florentine
Evening

1910

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0017
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Whavryay

Study for “The Bath” and “The Concert”
from Florentine Evening

1909-10

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0016
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Study for “The Concert” from Florentine
Evening ()

1909-10

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0031
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Wavzyay

Study for “The Valley” from The Golden
Age

1911

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection

D.1959-0024
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Whavryay

Study for “The Beach” from The Golden
Age

1903-12

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0026
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Whavryay

Study for “The Doves” from The Golden
Age

1910-12

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection

D.1959-0025
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Whavryay

Study for “The Climbing Vine” from The
Golden Age

1905-12

Charcoal and white chalk on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0027
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Study for “The Greek Dance” from
History of Music for the Théatre des
Champs-Elysées

1910-12

Charcoal on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0014
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Whavryay

Study for “The Symphony” from History
of Music for the Thédtre des Champs-
Elysées

1910-12

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0022
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Study for “The Greek Dance” from
History of Music for the Thédtre des
Champs-Elysées (?)

191012 (?)

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection

D.1959-0030
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Study for Eloa

Before 1917

Charcoal and pastel on paper
Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0018
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Study for Eloa

Before 1917

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0019
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Whavryay

Study for the Announcement at Fiesole

1907

Charcoal and pastel on paper
Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0020
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Wiavrzyay

Study for “Saint Jeanne de Chantal” for
a Stained Glass Window in the Church of
Saint-Paul

c. 1917

Charcoal and pastel on paper
Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0029
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King Arthur
c. 1899 (?)

Pen and black ink on paper
D.1983-0001
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Estate with a Pond

c. 1895
Oil on paper
D.1981-0001
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Thonon, on Lake Leman

c. 1940 (?)
Pencil, watercolor and gouache on paper
D.1983-0002
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Crouching Woman
Before 1921

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0023
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Woman Playing a Tambourine
Before 1921

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0021
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Portrait of a Woman

Before 1921

Charcoal and pastel on paper
Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0028
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Jeanne Raunay

Before 1921

Charcoal and pastel on paper

Matsukata Collection
D.1959-0015
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Portrait of Tazuko Kuga
c. 1925

Pastel on paper

D.2014-0003
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Portrait of Teizaburo Kuga
c. 1925

Pastel on paper

D.2014-0002
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Portrait of Taro Kuga
1925

Pastel on paper
D.2014-0004
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Portrait of Mr. and Mrs. Kuga
1925

Watercolor on paper
D.2014-0005
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Young Girl with a Hen
1890

Oil on canvas

Matsukata Collection
P.1986—-0001
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Alfred de Vigny (Text)
Maurice Denis (Illustration)
Eloa, ou La sceur des anges
1917, Paris
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