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Artist.

JIERIT AL, A1 46 500

A 1

NIl 3R 2 il 2 M i ) 1

S/S “KAGA MARU"SHIPMENT
(MIDDLE OF AUGUST 1917).

Title.

Price.

fig.5 DEL) P L 11k) Claes.

JLI

---haud.

"

n

—-tigny.

---gemane.
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Vespere at St. Rombant’s Cathedral.

The Great Market Place.
A Night Club, Paris.
The Favourite Book.
The Fashion Shop.

The flight from Belgium.
The Bridge of Art, Paris.
Les Bailles de Fer.
Cathedral of Rheims.
Trench.

Harvest.

Poppies.

Old Pine Trees.

Still Life.

Oil painting.

Hyde Park.

Butterflies.

Flowers.

London Bridge.
Fisherman in Harbour.
The Year.

Kensington Gardens.
Lake at Battersea Park.
Fruits.

Water colour  [530]  £40-
Ui [530]  40-
"
"
v
Etching. -
i [160] 14-
Ul [100] 10-
U [200] 15-
i [200] 15-
il [20-] 15-
Oil
]
e
Water colour.
0il [260]  20.--
g [600]  50.--
Etching. [200]  11.--
i [200]  11.--
0il [200]  15.--
t [150]  15.--
n
TOTAL. £57---
CHARGES.
Freight £15.1.11.
B/L. 2.0.
Port rates, &c. 2.75.
Insurance on £650 8.16.6.
Petties 10.7.
£26.18.5.



S/S “ATSUTA MARU"SHIPMENT.
(End of November, 1917).

Artist. Title. Price.
G. Clausen. The Valley. Water colour, [24] £15.15
unframed.

&t The Thames at Shadwell L
I A Tree in Sunshine. Al
f Sunset through tree & Shot Tower. "o e
i Waterloo Bridge. U [24] -
i Sunshine in rain. il [24]  10.10

---has. Ricketts.

---has. Shannon.

The Legend of Wise & Foolish Oil, framed

[2000] 200.0

Virgins.

Wood Nymph. Ul [3500] 200.0

The three Sisters. 2 [1000] 60.0

Study. Chalk, un- [150]  15.0
framed

n n 15.7

Syria & Pattatos. Qe e

Stormy weather. Water co-- -
unframed.

Landscape. e e

Boats at Leghorn. u 30.0

The Cock’s Galley. L 30.0.0

The Bather. i 15.0.0

Beach Gossip. Pastel, 25.0.0
framed.

Low tide. g 20.0
TOTAL £1.024.11
CHARGES.
Freight £25.0.0.
Port rates, B/L. 5.2.6.
Insurance at Office  3.12.11.

Insurance on £1,500 16.19.4.

Petties 11.3.
Packing 6. 10.0.
£57.16.0.
S/S “KAGA MARUSHIPMENT
(END OF MARCH 1918).
Artist. Title. Pr-—-
G. A. Storey.  Grisselda. 0il, unframed. -
it View in Kent. e
n " "
James Quinn.  Evelyn Hope. 0Oil, framed. -
i Early Morning. Oil, unframed 15.0
Ul North Foreland. Oil, framed 15.0
R. -—-yworth. Moonlight Teignmouth. I 26~
Ll Impression of Chateau. th 15.1-
i Trout Stream. i 5.-
TOTAL £499---
-Besides-
Etching 104 (Brangwyn).
Painting materials 1case.
Mr. Ishibashi 1 parcel.
Canvas picture (Mrs. Moris group).
CHARGES.
Freight £42.10.0. A/c. Exhibition £33.1---
Packing 7176. " Brangwyn 41.0---
Ins. on £2,000 22.12.5. """ Ishibashi 11.14---
Others 12.16.5.
£85.16.4. £85.16---
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The Provenance of 104 Prints by Frank Brangwyn Deposited
in the National Museum of Western Art

[Abstract]

Michiko SATO

In 1985, the Tokyo National Museum deposited 104 works by Frank Brangwyn, 86
etchings and 18 lithographs, in the National Museum of Western Art, in spite of the
fact that at that point it was unclear why the works had been brought to Japan or
why they entered the collection of Tokyo National Museum. This article seeks to
demonstrate the provenance of these works through an investigation of extant
documents.

The present writer’s survey has revealed that the early provenance of these
Brangwyn prints is closely related to the activities of Wakun Ishibashi (1876-1928),
a painter who studied portrait paintings in England from 1903 to 1918. Ishibashi
was friends with Brangwyn and Kojiro Matsukata, a famous Japanese art collector.
In 1918, Ishibashi returned to Japan with works by British and Belgian artists for
The Exhibition of European Famous Painters at Mitsukoshi Department Store,
Tokyo. In the exhibition, held July 1 to 10 1918, 53 works by eight British artists
and seven Belgian artists were displayed as Part 1 of the exhibition. The 104 works
by Frank Brangwyn exhibited as Part 2 are those discussed in this article. Three
transportation lists, preserved in the Ishibashi Family papers, provide the evidence
of the relationship between Ishibashi and the exhibition. These documents list the
works of art shipped from London in three consignments: S/S “KAGA MARU”
SHIPMENT (middle of August 1917), S/S “ATSUTA MARU” SHIPMENT (end of
November 1917) and S/S “KAGA MARU” SHIPMENT (end of March 1918) in
order of date. These lists show the title, artist’s name, the materials and the
evaluation of the works displayed in the exhibition, and Brangwyn’s name is
accounted as “Besides/Etching 104 (Brangwyn)”in S/S “KAGA MARU”
SHIPMENT (end of March 1918).

The June 1918 issue of the Journal Mitsukoshi listed all of the titles of these 104
Brangwyn prints. In the case of the etchings, these titles are direct translations of
the original English titles which would subsequently appear in William Gaunt’s
standard catalogue The Etchings of Frank Brangwyn: A Catalogue Raisonné. The
running numbers provided by Mitsukoshi are largely in accord with inscriptions on
the bottom left of the papers.

A further point requires clarification: the overall concept of this exhibition.
The correspondence related to Wakun Ishibashi, also preserved by his
descendants, includes a letter from George della Faille de Laverghem, the Belgian
Ambassador to Japan, to Ishibashi dated July 10, 1918. It is clear from this letter
that The Exhibition of European Famous Painters was to be a charity event to gather
contributions for Belgian refugee artists fleeing from the disasters of World War 1.
Ishibashi wrote an article about the exhibition in Shin-Bijutsu vol. 2, No.7 (June
1918) issue, and Chuo-Bijutsu vol. 4, No.7 (July 1918) issue provides the critics’
coverage of this exhibition, and both issues noted that charity was the exhibition’s
principal aim.

According to these magazines and Mitsukoshi vol.8, No.7 (July 1918) issue, the
works exhibited in Part 1 were sold, while all of the 104 Brangwyn prints exhibited
in the Part 2 were donated to the Tokyo Imperial Museum (present-day Tokyo
National Museum).

Brangwyn seems to have intended the exhibition as a charity effort for the
Belgian refugees. And, in fact the 104 Brangwyn works include the scenes of the
ravages of war and images of rural Belgian districts in Belgium, Brangwyn's

birthplace. Brangwyn is renowned for his war posters with their clear socialist
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message, and some of these images were printed in great numbers as Art Stamps
for the Red Cross. Brangwyn's work suggest a sensitivity to the surrounding social
situation, more than a purely artistic emotion.

These 104 works reveal Brangwyn'’s intentions to help the weak, and his
voluntary participation in the exhibition indicates his charitable feelings. These
prints also show that Brangwyn’s works contained two different aspects: a
decorativeness primarily found in his mural paintings and a sharp attention to
social problems mostly seen in his prints. Reflection on these works will clarify our
sense of the important roles played by Brangwyn and Ishibashi in the interactions

between Japanese and British art and between Japanese and Belgian art.
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University College, London; Professor Toshio Watanabe, Chelsea College of Art &
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